National Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day 2007

Local Events – as of December 22, 2007  11:00 a.m. ET

The National Health Care for the Homeless Council, the National Consumer Advisory Board and the National Coalition for the Homeless have learned of the following local events. 

Please send news of additional events or corrections to these announcements to council@nhchc.org

Alaska

Bethel – A small grass-roots group with representatives from several local entities, has planned “In From the Cold”, a simple celebration to remember the homeless in our region and to stand in solidarity with those throughout the nation who are homeless, houseless, or in need.  We will meet on Thursday, December 20th, at 6:00 pm in the parking lot of the YP Cultural Center.  (Dress warmly; the temperatures are sub-zero even without the wind!)  There will be a welcome, an invocation, some local speakers (hopefully by leadership members from the City Council and from our local Tribal Officials), a reading of our City Council’s Proclamation of the Memorial Day, time for stories, poems, songs, a closing remembrance, and then hot chocolate.  A ribbon campaign has been initiated-all are invited to wear a blue/silver/white ribbon this week in honor of the Memorial; just to help us be mindful.  For more information, contact Trish at: patricia.naughton@alaska.gov.

Arizona

Flagstaff -- Flagstaff Shelter Services, a local advocacy organization for the homeless, hosts a Memorial Day event on December 21 starting at 5 p.m. at the Federated Community Church, 400 W. Aspen Ave. The event will end with a candlelight processional around City Hall. Prayers for those who have died homeless in Flagstaff over the past years and for those still living on Flagstaff's streets without housing will be offered.

Tucson -- The Primavera Foundation will conduct the 2007 Annual Homeless Memorial Service in Tucson at Evergreen Cemetery and Mortuary, Pima County Plot, 4:00-6:00 pm, December 21, 2007.
California 

Fresno – The Fresno Homeless Coalition is organizing a Homeless Memorial to be held at 1:00 pm until 3:00 pm on Sunday, December 23, 2007 at Roeding Park at the picnic area by the northern end entrance on Olive Street.  The program will include A Standing Circle, Prayer, Blessing-Sage Burning, the Six Directions, Naming the Departed, and Testimonies (open to everyone). A procession from the park to the grave site of the unidentified homeless people is tentatively planned with a special event to be held at the site. Sweet bread and hot chocolate will be served.  In the planning stages is a memorial mural for the Ambassador Motel that will include the names of the deceased or possibly a temporary plywood wall where the names will be listed. For more information contact Jose Luis Barraza at J_barraza@cil-Fresno.org.

Los Angeles - A group of homeless activist and local residents of downtown Los Angeles who organize with Los Angeles Community Action Network will conducy a Candlelight Vigil and March at 5:00 pm on December 21 at 456 South Main Street.  Light dinner will be served.  Contact Gerardo Gomez at khatalyst42@yahoo.com for information.

Modesto – A vigil is set for 6:00 pm on December 21st at Mancini Bowl in Graceada Park in remembrance of all the homeless who died in the pat year and those in recovery.  Organizers invite the public to bring a candle and join the “Longest Night Homeless Memorial.”

Redding – Please join us on this day at Living Hope Compassion Ministries (1043 State Street) at 11:00 am on December 21st to remember those who have died and why. Those who have lost a friend or family member are welcome to share with us.  We also come together to acknowledge persons who have simply gone missing and never been heard from again.  We will honor the efforts of those who work diligently to bring physical safety, shelter, and health care to the homeless.  This Memorial is being sponsored by participating agencies and organizations of the City of Redding and Shasta County Homeless Continuum of Care Coundcil 

San Francisco -- Please join us to commemorate homeless people—our friends, relatives, neighbors, acquaintances, and even some who none of us got the opportunity to know—this Thursday, December 20, at 5:30 p.m. at Civic Center Plaza. Bring a candle, if you can. If you know of any one who has passed away, please make sure that their name is included in the service by contacting San Francisco Network Ministries at 415.928.6209. 

San Jose – Approximately 100 people gathered Wednesday, November 14th to honor the 71 people who died this year in Santa Clara County while living on the streets or in a shelter.  The event was organized by EHC Lifebuilders, a Santa Clara County non-profit providing emergency services to homeless people in the County.  The Memorial Service was held to ensure that no one in the county dies without at least being honored.  The ceremony was humble, attended by a few community leaders and people currently living on the streets, and ended with an impassioned singing of Amazing Grace.  The number of those remembered was the highest since the memorial services began 9 years ago.  The event was born of un-channeled grief in 1999 after several beloved clients of EHC died. Of the 71 deaths this year, 16 were attributed to homicide, suicide or manslaughter, according to EHC.

Santa Cruz – On Thursday, December 20, there will be a memorial service, which will include a reading of the names of those who died during 2007, at the Homeless Services Center Dining Hall at 115 Coral Street in Santa Cruz. The service will begin at 10:00 a.m.  In 2007, 36 individuals died while homeless in Santa Cruz County; the annual death report by the Santa Cruz County Homeless Persons’ Health Project (HPHP), program of the County Health Services Agency Public Health Division, is available at http://www.nhchc.org/memorialdaypress.html

Walnut Creek -- Fresh Start Walnut Creek will conduct a service led by Rev. Sylvia Vasquez and Rev. Phil Brochard of St. Paul's Episcopal Church on Friday, December 21, 2007 @ 1:30 p.m.   1860 Trinity Avenue, Walnut Creek, CA 94596  Contact:  Susan Prather  925-705-2201

Colorado

Colorado Springs – Longest Night of the Year Memorial Service, December 21.  5:30 pm – gather at the Salvation Army Soup Line (Walnut & Pike’s Peak), 5:45 – Candlelight Procession to Bijou House for prayer and reflection at the memorial wall.  Refreshments following the service.  Information at 632-3297.  Everyone Welcome.

Denver -- More than 100 people gathered on the steps of the Denver City and County Building on December 20 to remember the 104 homeless men and women who died on the streets of metro Denver in 2007.  The Homeless Persons' Memorial Vigil was hosted by the Colorado Coalition for the Homeless and attended by Mayor John Hickenlooper.  By candlelight, participants read the names of 28 women and 76 men ranging in from 20 to 77.
Connecticut

Bridgeport – In recognition of National Homeless Person’ Memorial Day, the SWCHC McKinney Care for the Homeless program and Homes for the Brave present the Third Annual Community Memorial Service in honor of the Bridgeport homeless citizens who died in 2007.  The Service will be Friday, December 21st, 2007 from 12:00-1:00 pm at Homes for the Brave, 655 Park Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06604.  Guest speakers include:  Rev. David Miller of the New Hope Missionary Baptist Church, Katherine Yacavone, President & CEO of Southwest Community Health Center, Representatives from the office of Congressman Shays, Bridgeport Mayor Bill Finch (if schedule permits), Preston Maynard, Director of Healthcare for Homeless Veterans at VA CT, Joy Kiss, Executive Director of ABRI/Homes for the Brave, Bridgeport Rescue Mission Choir, Full Military Honors Guard of the Army National Guard of Stratford, CT, Patriot Guard Riders. Hot Chocolate will be served. The Service will be held outside. Please dress for inclement weather.  For any questions, please call Rick DeNisco or Betsy Baldwin at 330-6010 or Amanda LeClair at 338-0669.

Hartford -- The Healthcare for the Homeless staff at Charter Oak Clinic held a candlelight service at Mercy Housing and Shelter to commerate Homeless Persons' Memorial Day.  A cairn was erected as the list of the names of our clients who have died this year was read.  There was a poetry reading done by one of the clinic’s service staff. 

Middletown – The Community Health Center, Inc. Healthcare for the Homeless Program (Wherever You Are) along with Reverend Margaret Minnick of The Church of the Holy Trinity will be holding a Memorial Service on Dec 21st at 4 pm.  

A number of people from the community will be speaking. Speakers include:  Sebastian Guiliano, Mayor of Middletown, Mark Massellli, President and CEO Community Health Center, Inc., Katie Martin, Connecticut Coalition to End Homelessness, Ron Krom, Executive Director of St. Vincent de Paul Place,  Susan Hadley M.D., Medical Director Wherever  You Are, and Lu Ann Talbert, National Consumer Advisory Board. An open mic will be available for consumer and family members. We have local musicians coming to play, and small business owners will be providing hot soup, fresh fruit, hot chocolate, and homemade cookies for everyone attending.  Our team will also be distributing small gift bags with hats, gloves, socks, and toiletries, and will be on hand to help anyone in need. Later that evening, NCAB member Lu Ann Talbert will be staying on the steps of The Church of the Holy Trinity all night to raise awareness about homelessness and the disparities in housing, healthcare, and social services in our community. For more information, please contact Lu Ann Talbert at morigan2006@yahoo.com.

New Britain – Please join us in remembering the homeless individuals who have died in New Britain this year.  Help us to fight to end homelessness in our community through acknowledgement, generosity, and political advocacy.  The Community Health Center, Inc. Wherever you are-Health Care for the Homeless Program will hold a Memorial Service and Candlelight Vigil at South Congregational-First Baptist Church, 90 Main Street, New Britain at 2:00 pm on Friday, December 21st 2007.  Conducting the service will be George Harris and Suzy Rivera with a Proclamation prepared by Honorable Timothy T. Stewart, Mayor, City of New Britain.  Speakers will be State Senator Donald J. DeFronzo and Major Stanley Newton of the Salvation Army of New Britain.  Hot chocolate and tea will be served after the candlelight vigil. For more information or to help out, please contact Agi Erickson at the Healthcare for the Homeless Program with the Community Health Center. Email ericksa@chc1.com or call 860/244-3642, ext 5551.

New Haven – Service on December 21 at 1:00 p.m. at City Hall.  A light repast will be served following the service.  Alison Cunningham, Executive Director, Columbus House Shelter is the keynote speaker. 

Norwich – Generations Healthcare for the Homeless Program and the Community Care Team will host a Homeless Memorial Day event at Brown Park Marina.  Beginning at 4:30 pm, we will be welcomed by the Reliance House Carolers.  Sister Maryann Guertin, Director of St. Vincent De Paul Soup Kitchen, will conduct the service.  Following the service, we will read the names of those individuals who died while living on the streets in the past year.  This will be followed by a moment of silence at which time we will release a wreath containing a flower for each name down the river to represent the call to freedom.  The memorial service will close with additional songs by the Reliance House Carolers.  Throughout the event, warm beverages and light snacks donated by Dunkin’ Donuts will be served.  St. Vincent De Paul Soup Kitchen will be open to the public for an evening meal.  In addition, The Norwich Community Care Team is hosting a Spaghetti Dinner at the Rose City Senior Center at 6:00 pm. Tickets are $5.00 per person with all proceeds to benefit the Hospitality Center which is the local No Freeze Shelter. For more information contact Judit Gaudet 860/617-7057 or jgaudet@wcmh.org.

Stamford – The Optimus’ Health Care Homeless Program in Stamford, CT will be conducting its first National Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day event this year. Further details will be added when they become available. For current information, contact Patricia Gallegos at 203/696-3260 or pgallegos@opthc.org.
District of Columbia

Washington - The National Homeless Persons Memorial Day Vigil will be held December 21st at 5:00 pm at McPherson Square Park (15th and K Street NW). The Vigil will also include prayer, poetry, music, testimonials, and local political and religious leaders.  For more information contact Michael O’Neill, National Coalition for the Homeless at 202/462-4822 ext 20 or email moneill@nationalhomeless.org.

Washington – Unity Health Care at CCNV will be conducting a private Memorial Service for the Homeless Health Care Project’s clients who have died this year.

Florida

Fort Lauderdale --  The Coalition to End Homelessness, along with the First Baptist Church of Fort Lauderdale and other local agencies hosted a Homeless Persons' Memorial Day and Christmas celebration on the night of December 18. Over 400 homeless persons attended, many of whom were chronically homeless living on the streets. The evening began with a candlelight vigil and march, where participants held up signs bearing the names of the homeless that have died during the previous 12 months. After the vigil, a hot supper, including dessert and beverages was served to those in attendance. During dinner, a local reggae band played music which seemed to relax everyone and create a positive energy. Finally, all of the homeless that attended received various gift items, such as backpacks, blankets, non-perishable food items, clothing, radios, flashlights, and batteries, and even bus passes. The event was a huge success and there were many positive comments from those that were glad someone took the time to remember them. One final note, which was extremely well received.....a group of local people that work as hair stylists volunteered on site to provide hair shampoos and haircuts to anyone that wanted one. Between 50 and 60 people benefited.

Gainesville –This year we will be commemorating National Homeless Memorial Day on Saturday, December 22 at 6:00 pm in the courtyard of Holy Trinity.  Holy Trinity is downtown across from the big clock and down a block. Please join with us in this sacred gathering.  Those who wish can bring blankets and/or homemade Christmas treats. This year, we will be remembering and honoring all homeless persons who died on the streets during 2007, and especially those who died in Gainsville. In addition, we are collecting socks.  Visualize a Giant Thermometer:  We now have 90 Christmas socks.  At least 150 are needed to take to the downtown plaza. If we get 200, we can take them to the woods, and with 250, they can be taken to Lynch Park and to the loners who come by the food pantry.  So please keep the socks coming! 

Inverness – The Hunger and Homeless Coalition of Citrus County, Inc. will host a Homeless Persons Memorial on Saturday, December 22nd beginning at 6:00 pm.  This will be held at St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church, 114 N  Osceola Ave, Inverness.Rev. Eugene Reuman, pastor of St. Margaret’s, will conduct the service.  St. Margaret’s is located at 114 N. Oscelola Avenue. We will be having a Candlelight Ceremony along with the Honor Guard of VFW Post 4272 of Hernando who will be conducting a Flag ceremony along with the blowing of Taps and the firing of a Rifle Volley.  We had one great loss this year and that was a homeless veteran.  Contact John Young, President and Homeless Advocate at 352/628 HELP (4357) or hhcocc@peoplepc.com.

Jacksonville --  Vigil by the Homeless Coalition on 12/18 in downtown Jacksonville.
Port Charlotte – Charlotte County’s 9th Annual Homeless Persons Memorial Service on December 21st will be at 6:00 pm.  The Lighthouse Outreach and Genesis Center will be doing a Candlelight Vigil for those who have died on the streets.  The Charlotte County Homeless Coalition and the Community’s Continuum of Care will be hosing the event. The vigil will honor nine who have died this year, four of whom were US Veterans.  For more information, contact Iain E. Ocasio 941/627-4313 iain.ocasio@cchomelesscoalition.org.

Monroe County –The Southernmost Homeless Assistance League will host 3 Memorial Services scheduled for Friday, December 21st.  All services will include proclamations, remarks from city officials, remarks of the importance of the day, music and song, and recognition of all that have died in Monroe County, FL in 2007.  The services will be at the following locations:

First Baptist Church of Islamorada, Florida, Memorial Service 10:00 am – 11:00 am

Higher Love Mission Church, 1600 Overseas Highway, Marathon, Florida, Noon – 1:00 pm.

Poiniciana Housing in Key West, Florida, Spalding Court, Tree Planting Ceremony, 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm.


For more information, contact Venita Garvin Valdez at 305/498-8779

Orlando –  A commemoration of Homeless Persons' Memorial Day will be held Friday, Dec. 21, 7 p.m., in front of Orlando City Hall. The purpose is to honor the memory of homeless people who have died in our community during the preceding 12 months. The event will consist of a candlelight vigil, a reading of the names of our community's deceased homeless, speakers--local clergy and activists--and a "speak-out" segment during which the homeless can talk about their deceased compatriots and about what it's like to be a homeless person in the Orlando area. This event is being sponsored by Orlando Food Not Bombs, S.T.O.P.  Stop the Ordinance Partnership, the Young Communist League (Orlando chapter) and the Orlando Progressive Alliance. In addition, the congregation of the First Vagabonds Church of God, a local homeless ministry, will attend the City Hall commemoration following their own National Homeless Persons' Memorial Day event in the Lake Lucerne neighborhood at 6 p.m.   The groups also will distribute clothing, blankets, personal hygiene items--toothbrushes, toothpaste, etc.--and food to the homeless during the event. They have either gotten the items donated from within the community or have used their own resources to purchase them.   Local contact: Ben Markeso -- 407.252.1379

Pinellas County- This year, for the first time in observance of National Homeless Person’s Memorial Day, interfaith memorial services will be held in municipalities throughout Pinellas County to remember our neighbors who have died while experiencing homelessness.  These 30-minute memorial services, coordinated by the Pinellas County Coalition for the Homeless, will feature readings from diverse sacred scriptures, music by local choral groups such as the Alumni Singers, eulogies on the theme “A Time to Remember,” and a candlelight remembrance of the deceased.  Proclamations from Pinellas County Board of Commissioners and the cities of Clearwater, Largo St. Petersburg and Tarpon Springs will also be presented. St. Petersburg City Council Chairman James Bennett will bring remarks on behalf of the Homeless Leadership Network.  Free hot meals will be served after each service to provide an opportunity for homeless consumers, service providers, advocates, community leaders and others to share a meal together in celebration of the lives of those who once walked among us.

The memorial services will be held:

Far North County-Tarpon Springs Area

Thursday, December 20-4:30 pm

St. Timothy Lutheran Church, 812 E. Tarpon Avenue, Tarpon Springs

North County-Clearwater Area

Friday, December 21-11:00 am

St. Cecelia Catholic Church, 820 Jasmine Way, Clearwater

Mid County-Pinellas Park Area

Friday, December 21-6:00 pm

Pinellas Hope, 5726 126th Avenue North, Clearwater

South County-St. Petersburg

Friday, December 21-6:00 pm

St. Vincent de Paul, 401 15th Street North, St. Petersburg

For more information, contact George Bolden at Pinellas County Coalition for the Homeless at 727/528-5832 or golden@pinellashomeless.org.

Sarasota – Candlelight Vigil at Salvation Army Center of Hope, 1400 10th Street, Sarasota, Florida on 12/21/07 at 6:00 PM

Tampa – The Homeless Coalition of Hillsborough County will hold an interfaith candlelight memorial service on Friday, December 21 at 6:00 pm to remember those who have died homeless in our community. The memorial service is being held in Joe Chillura Courthouse Square (across from the County Center, 601 E. Kennedy Blvd.) at 6 p.m.  During the service we will read the names of 64 homeless men and women who died homeless in Hillsborough County.  After the service we will be handing out hygiene kits, blankets, and warm clothing to the homeless individuals that attend. The Hillsborough County Board of County Commissioners has proclaimed December 21 as Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day; Tampa Mayor Pam Iorio has also proclaimed today as Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day in the City of Tampa. For more information contact Lesa Weikel, Community Relations Manager at 813/223-6115 at Lesa@homelesssofhc.org.

Georgia

Atlanta – While much of the nation prepares to celebrate the holidays, Saint Joseph’s Mercy Care Services and its collaborative partners in Atlanta, Georgia will join the National Coalition for the Homeless, the National Health Care for the Homeless Council, and the National Consumer Advisory Board on Friday, December 21st, at 5:30 pm to commemorate homeless persons who died in the past year by holding a Candlelight Vigil Memorial Program.  Involvement will include collaborative partners and area Churches.  Over 40 names of persons who have died this past year have been secured.  The memorial service will end by reading names and lighting a candle in their honor.  Contact Robert L. Mason at 404/880-8720 or rlmason@sjha.org for questions.

Hawaii 

Oahu/Honolulu – Street Beat, Inc. will hold a Candlelight Vigil on Friday, December 21st from 3:00 pm to 6:pm at Ala Moana Beach Park High Rise The Vigil will honor our brothers and sisters who have died during the last twelve months while homeless . During the service, friends and families will be encouraged to share their thoughts and memories of their loved ones.  Please join us, our faith community, the homeless/houseless, and homeless Service Providers from Honolulu, Waianae, and other parts of Oahu for this special event. Street Beat is in the process of finalizing plans for the Vigil and is also taking donations of toys, clothing, hygiene items, and many other items. We will also be providing free Hepatitis B and/or C screenings and a Hawaiian print T-shirt for the homeless/houseless and others who are screened, free Hepatitis B vaccine for adults who do not have health insurance or whose health insurance will not pay for it, and we are trying to obtain free flu vaccines for this event as well.  If you are a licensed medical assistant or nurse and can help with the vaccinations or screenings from 2 pm to 6 pm, please call 221-6204.  For current information, please contact Sherry 808/723-1921 or 808/946-9324.

Illinois

Chicago - Heartland Health Outreach will have a Memorial to honor and remember those who have died in 2007 while experiencing homelessness.  The Memorial will be Wednesday, Dec 19th at 9:00 am. The observance will be held at 4750 North Sheridan Road on the first floor.  For further information contact Kathleen Kelleghan 773/751-1788.

Rockford –A Homeless Persons Memorial Day program will be held at the Carpenter’s Place, 1149 Railroad Avenue, Rockford IL, 61104, from 10:00 to 11:00 am.  This event, sponsored by the Crusader Clinic Health Care for the Homeless Program, will honor the twenty-two homeless people who have died in the past year in Winnebago and Boone counties.  These individuals ranged in age from 22 to 66. Some of these people died from the stress of living on the streets, some died from multiple health causes, and one was found frozen. This Memorial Service is a way to formally remember these homeless friends and neighbors who died in 2007, many of whom died alone and without recognition. This event will include a photo exhibit, “A Day in the Life of Rockford’s Homeless as well as prayers and music. For more information contact Sharon Peterson at the Crusader Clinic 815/490-1688.

Kansas

Wichita -- A Wichita church will host a memorial service Friday that is part of a nationwide event paying tribute to homeless people who have died during the past year.  The service, part of the National Homeless Persons' Memorial Day, will begin at 7 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church, 525 N. Broadway.  The local service is sponsored by Advocates to End Chronic Homelessness, a faith-based coalition. It is open to the public.
Maine

Bangor – Penobscot Community Health Center, in collaboration with the Hammond Street Congregational Church and the Bangor Area Homeless Shelter is organizing a Homeless Memorial Day Candlelight Walk on December 21st.  We will start at the Bangor Area Homeless Shelter at 6:00 pm and walk to the Hammond Street Congregational church where we will have a special service of music, poetry, and meditations to remember those who have passed away while homeless.  The City Council of Bangor has issued a Proclamation designating December 21, 2007 as Homeless Persons Memorial Day.  Last year’s service was attended by 75 individuals. We are hoping to at least double that number this year. For more information, contact Deandera Lang, Penobscot Community Health Care, 207/945-5247 ext 414 or dlang@pchcbangor.org 

Portland -- The City of Portland Health and Human Services Department, Preble Street and Homeless Voices for Justice invite you to join us at Portland's Homeless Persons Annual Memorial Vigil. The vigil will begin on Friday, December 21, at 4:30 p.m. at Preble Street Resource Center, on the corner of Preble and Portland Streets.  A candlelight procession will leave from Preble Street and end at Monument Square, where there will be a ceremony dedicated to homeless persons who have died and to recommit ourselves to the task of ending homelessness. All persons who are homeless, who have been homeless, who work with the homeless, and who are thankful they are not homeless are welcome to participate.
Maryland

Baltimore – Health Care for the Homeless will hold a vigil for those who died in 2007 on December 21st at 4:30 pm at the Washington Monument in Mt. Vernon. Leading up to Memorial Day, the Baltimore Health Care for the Ho0meless project hosted four policy forums to engage the community in dialogue about issues that relate to homelessness. The forums addressed the topics of Housing and Homelessness, Criminalization and Homelessness, The Baltimore 10-year plan, and Organizing. For more information, contact Kevin Lindamood at 410/837-5533 ext 303 klindamood@hchmd.org.

Massachusetts

Boston --  Government officials, homeless advocates, members of faith communities, homeless people and other concerned individuals will gather at Church on the Hill (Swedenborgian) to observe National Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day on Friday, December 21, 2007 at noon.  For more information, contact Erin Donohue at (617) 367-6447 or edonohue@mhsa.net.

Hyannis --  On December 21stTents will be set up outside Hyannis’ Main St. Federated Church, and community representatives and homeless persons will be on hand to hand out fliers and engage passersby about the Memorial Day; several community representatives will be sleeping outside overnight.  A news conference is set for noon.  At 5:30 – 6:30 a Memorial Service will be held on the Village Green. Homeless persons have planned the program and have written remembrances, decorated wreaths, and will commemorate the 10 persons who have died on Cape Cod in the past year as a result of homelessness.  Ten community members will accompany the homeless persons reading the memorials and assist in laying the wreaths. Candles will be lit and songs and poetry will be part of the service.  Eight murals painted by homeless persons have been displayed on Main  St. Hyannis and will be moved to the Village Green for the National Homeless Persons Memorial Day service . A slide show with music will be projected before and after the ceremony.

Springfield - On Friday, December 21,  2007, at Court Square in Springfield, MA, there will be a candlelight vigil remembering local homeless people who have died during the past year.  The Homeless Persons’ Memorial Service will be an opportunity for health and service providers, people experiencing homelessness, volunteers, advocates, members of the faith community, and government officials to honor the 30 people who lived on the streets and in the shelters of the Pioneer Valley and who died in 2007.  The service will include the reading of a list of those who have died; prayer, poetry and music; and a plea for those still living in homelessness to be able to access health care, housing, and services to assist them in regaining stability.  Hot cider will be served.  For more information, contact Geraldine McCafferty at 413/787-6500 or gmccafferty@springfieldcityhall.com.

Worcester -- Memorial Rally: 6pm, Worcester Memorial Auditorium. Speakers include Rep. James McGovern, Steve Freedman, Cha-Cha Connor, and Carlton Watson.  Memorial Service: 7pm, the nearby UCC Church.

Minnesota

Minneapolis – The 2007 Homeless Memorial March and Service , sponsored by Simpson Housing Services, Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless, and the Shelter Providers Action Association, will be held Thursday, Dec 20th.  The March and Silent Vigil will begin at 5:00 pm at the Hennepin County Government Center located at 3rd Avenue South and 5th Street South.  The march will follow 5th Street west to Nicollet Avenue and proceed south to 28th Street. At 6:30 pm a Service of Remembrance will be held at Simpson United Methodist Church located at 2740 1st Avenue South, Minneapolis. Steve O’Neil, longtime advocate for people experiencing homelessness and St. Louis County Commissioner will be the speaker. A Community Meal will follow at 7:30 pm in the Simpson Shelter (basement of Simpson Church) served by the event sponsors.  Parking is available at the Kmart parking lot located at 10 West Lake Street, Minneapolis (the corner of Lake Street and First Avenue).  Kmart is a short walk from Simpson UMC and the Simpson Men’s Shelter.  Shuttle buses will depart from Kmart, at the corner of Lake Street and First Avenue at 4:20 and 4:30 pm.  To report a death, email John Petroskas: meship@cpinternet.com. For more information contact: Eric Johnson 612/455-0858.

Mississippi

Jackson -- Providers and advocates for the homeless will gather at 10 a.m. Friday to remember homeless people and providers who have died during the year.  Stewpot Community Services' Opportunity Center will sponsor the James Ivory Homeless Persons Memorial Day.  The program will feature updates on Opportunity Center, a day shelter and referral center; "Destination Home," the city of Jackson's plan to end chronic homelessness; and on Partners to End Homelessness.  There also will be poetry by nurse Shirley Brown of the James Ivory Homeless Clinic and by homeless poet and painter Mike Lewis; and artwork by participants of Stubbs Homeless Program community art workshops.  For more information, call the Stubbs Homeless Program at (601) 351-8523.

Missouri
St. Louis - Grace Hill Neighborhood Health Centers, along with our Mayor, Francis Slay and other local organizations, will hold a candlelight vigil and ecumenical memorial service at Centenary Methodist Church in downtown St. Louis on December 21st. We will be sharing names of loved ones who have died over the past year, while experiencing homelessness in some way, giving them well-deserved honor and recognition. Please join us as we gather nationally to reflect and rededicate as a community to end the tragedy of homelessness. Please also join us immediately after the service to share a meal with some of St. Louis’ homeless individuals and families.  For additional information contact Tina White 314/814-8578,  tinaw@gracehill.org, Kevin Wells at 314/772-8801 ext 241 or Judith Ewbank at 314/772-8801 ext 242.

Montana 

Billings – A candlelight vigil will be held at noon on Monday, December 17th on the Yellowstone County Courthouse lawn. The Yellowstone County Homeless Project and Healthcare for the Homeless Program of Yellowstone City-County Health Dept are presenting this annual remembrance of homeless individuals who have died. Please bring nonperishable food items for the Billings Food Bank.

Helena – A memorial service is set for noon on December 21 at Women’s Park on Fuller Avenue. For more information call Sherrie Downing, coordinator of the Governor’s Council on Homelessness at 443-0580.

New Mexico 

Albuquerque -- Today at 1:30 people will gathering at the tiled wall in the Memorial Garden at Albuquerque Health Care for the Homeless for a short ceremony. Then they will march from the AHCH clinic on 1st & Mountain NW to First United Methodist Church at 4th & Lead SW for a memorial service and vigil. It is all over by 3:30. Everyone is invited.

Santa Fe -- On Friday, December 21st, local advocates, service providers, homeless people and community members in the city of Santa Fe will gather for a Candlelight Memorial Vigil to remember and honor 23 homeless people who died in the city this year. The vigil will begin at 5:00pm with a march from St Elizabeth Shelter to office of the New Mexico Coalition to End Homelessness at 802 Early Street in Santa Fe. The service will include reading out the names of those who died and a special tree will be planted in their honor.

New Hampshire

Concord – A Candlelight Memorial for the Homeless will be held December 21st from 4:30 to 5:30 pm at the State House Plaza, Concord. American Friends Service Committee will sponsor the event. Please join us to remember our homeless brothers and sisters who died in 2007. Please bring a canned food item to share with a local food pantry. Contact Margaret Fogarty for more information.  603/224-2407 or MFogarty@afsc.org 

Keene – Keene will hold a Candlelight Vigil, 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm at the Community Kitchen, 37 Mechanic Street, Keene.  Please bring a canned good or cereal bars for the local food pantry. For more information, contact Jamie Contois, Working Families Win, at 603/504-2906 or Jamie@wfwin.org.

Lebanon – To remember those who have lost their lives to homelessness, a simple, quiet candlelight vigil will be held on the lawn in front of the 1st Congregational Church of Lebanon (across the Green). The event is being sponsored by Tri County Cap Homeless Programs 10 Bricks and the Upper Valley Haven, a family shelter in White River Jct. VT. Donations of non-perishable items will be welcome “For every hour and every moment thousands of men leave life on this earth… and how many of them depart in solitude, unknown, sad, dejected, that no one mourns for them or even knows whether they have lived or not.” Fyodor Dostoevsky. Contact Joie Finley Morris at 603/443-6150 for more information.

Manchester – A candlelight vigil will be held in Manchester on December 21st for Homeless Memorial Day. It will be held in Veterans Park on Elm Street 6 pm.  Pastor Pastor Arthur Butt of Manchester Community Vineyard Church will offer prayers and attendees will read the 148 names that have died since the count began in 1999. Please bring a candle. The Under the Bridge Project is organizing the event. The Project can be contacted for further information contact Cindy Carlson, Under the Bridge Project at 603/624-8320 or xcarlsonx@juno.com.

Nashua – A memorial service will be held Friday, December 21st at City Hall from 5:00 pm – 6:00 pm.  For more information, contact Ken Lewis, Harbor Homes, at 603/595-7414.

New Jersey

Atlantic City – AtlantiCare Mission HealthCare will commemorate National Homeless Persons Memorial Day Friday, December 21.  Co-sponsors include Jewish Family Services of Atlantic and Cape May Counties, Atlantic City Rescue Mission, and Covenant House. AtlanticCare invites the public to attend a candlelight vigil to honor the lives of those in the community who died homeless in 2007.  The vigil will be held from 3:00 pm to 4:30 pm. in the lobby of the AtlantiCare HealthPlex, 1401 Atlantic Avenue on the corner of New York and Atlantic avenues in Atlantic City. “While the event is designed to remember those who have died homeless in 2007, “said Bridgette Richardson, executive director of AtlantiCare Mission HealthCare, “It is also an opportunity to celebrate those who are surviving homelessness against great odds and the volunteers and workers who dedicate their time to understand and serve the population.  For more information, call AtlantiCare at 609/345-5517.

Camden -- Our Lady of Lourdes Health System will host a candlelight vigil on Friday to remember the homeless who have died this year.  The vigil, scheduled for 5 p.m. at the Bergen Lanning Health Center on Clinton Street, is being held on Dec. 21 because it is the official onset of winter, the toughest time of year for the homeless.
New Mexico

Albuquerque – The New Mexico Coalition for the Homeless will be holding a Memorial Vigil on Tuesday, December 18th to honor those who have died in 2007.  Participants will march through downtown Albuquerque and then holding the vigil inside the First United Methodist Church in Albuquerque. For directions and additional information, contact Lisa LaBrecque at Lisa-L@nmceh.org.

New York

Buffalo -- Join the Western New York Coalition for the Homeless, Friends of Night People, and the Homeless Alliance of Western New York as we stand in solidarity with all those who have suffered or died as a result of their homelessness. Come to Friends Of Night People at 394 Hudson Street in Buffalo at 4 pm to join in the memorial service.  White ribbons will be sold for $2.00 to help fund a homeless awareness campaign in Western New York.

New York City – Please join Picture the Homeless for an Interfaith Memorial Service dedicated to our Homeless Brothers and Sisters who have passed away this year. This powerful event is held annually on the longest night of the year (December 21st).   This year's theme: HONORING OUR ANCESTORS: STANDING UP FOR OUR COMMUNITY!  With presentations from Pastor Katrina Foster of Fordham  Evangelical Lutheran  Church, Imam Talib Abdur-Rashid of the Mosque of the Islamic Brotherhood, Rabbi Michael Feinberg of the Greater New York Labor-Religion Coalition, New York City Council Member Melissa Mark-Viverito, and community ministers from Judson  Memorial Church.   Friday, December 21,  2007 at Judson  Memorial Church,  55 Washington Square So.  6:00 to 7:30 pm Interfaith Memorial Service to be followed by refreshments and fellowship, 7:30pm until 8:30pm.  Directions: A,C,E,F,V Trains to W. 4th St., Walk east to Washington Square  Park  Or the  #6 train to Astor Place or Bleecker St. or the N,R,Q train to 8th St

New York City -- Saint Vincent Catholic Medical Centers Department of Community Medicine in coordination with New York City Providers of Homeless Health Care and the National Health Care for the Homeless Council conducted a memorial service on Tuesday, December 18, 2007 in Elizabeth Ann Seton Chapel of St. Vincent’s Hospital with prayers, music, and storytelling.
Nevada

Caron City – Carson City will hold it’s 3rd Annual Memorial Service on the
evening of December 21st. The service will follow a community meal.
For details, contact Alan Dorway at 775-882-1032.
Las Vegas -- 51 names will be read aloud at a 3:45 p.m. vigil Thursday 12/20 at the Center for Independent Living, a downtown shelter for homeless youths.  The event is meant to memorialize those who are often overlooked and draw attention to the local homeless problem, said Linda Lera-Randle El, director of the Straight from the Streets outreach program and organizer of the annual vigil.

Reno - Washoe County Nevada (Reno) plans to hold the 4th Annual Homeless Persons Memorial Service at noon on December 21st. The service four years ago served as a catalyst toward actions to end homelessness in the lives of members of our community. It is especially relevant this year as our community responds to the murder of a man who was homeless. For more information, contact Elizabeth Dorway at Family Promise of Reno/Sparks at 775/284-5566 or ihndirector@sbcglobal.net

North Carolina

Asheville – On Tuesday, November 13th, Amy Sawyer, Coordinator for the Homeless Initiative accepted a joint proclamation from the City of Asheville and Buncombe County: December 21st is Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day, and to honor those who have died while homeless this past year, our community will open our doors and make a commitment that no one will sleep homeless on the longest night of the year. Homeless Person’s Memorial Day is a time to acknowledge the dangers of living in homelessness and recommit to ending homelessness so that our neighbors on the streets do not have to face the life-threatening challenges of homelessness.

In an act of solidarity, our community will be opening our doors to places that can offer a safe place to rest for the longest night of the year in memory of those who have lost their lives this year while homeless.  First Baptist Church is joining with the shelters in the community who are open every day, to provide shelter to those in need. First Baptist has graciously offered their space to serve as a central location where people can sleep during the night of December 21st.  In addition to assuring a place to sleep for all, a non-denominational memorial service will be held on December 21st.  Everyone is welcome to join in the prayer service at 4:00 pm at First Baptist Church. The service will also include candle-lighting as well as an open mike for sharing of stories. The service will be followed by dinner prepared and served by local and county government officials and then everyone will be invited to settle in for the night. Cots are courtesy of the Red Cross. Blankets and pillows will be donated by volunteers.. Volunteers are needed to help support the spaces donated for secure sleeping for the night, to help people set up beds, welcome people, serve food, clear tables, offer shelter management, etc.

Others ways to join in the effort:  keep a light in your window or store front for the duration of the longest night of the year, put up a Memorial Day poster, donate food, blankets, or sponsor an add promoting the event.

For information, to volunteer, or to donate items for the event contact Amy L. Sawyer at 828/776-1393 or 828/259-5851; email:  asawyer@ashevillenc.gov 

Durham – On December 21, the First Day of Winter, Urban Ministries of Durham will join with communities across the nation to remember those who have died homeless in Durham during 2007.  A Memorial Service will be held at 5:30 pm at the Durham Public Library Garden, 300 North Roxboro Street, Durham.  Please bring a candle and a flashlight.

Greensboro – Each year near the winter solstice, the Homeless Prevention Coalition of Guilford County joins with thousands of other homeless advocacy groups around the nation to sponsor memorial services to remember our homeless friends who have died over the year.  As the life-threatening challenges dramatically increase for the homeless with cold weather, there is not a better time to remember their lives and our commitment to end chronic homelessness by 2017 in Guilford County.  Walkers will gather for a Memorial Walk that will begin at Greensboro Urban Ministry, 305 West Lee Street, at 5:30 pm and conclude a half-mile away at Grace Community Church, 643 West Lee Street.  A Service will be held at Grace beginning at 6:00 pm concluding with a supper being served at 6:30 pm for our homeless brothers and sisters.  For more information, contact Rev. Fran Dew, Urban Ministry chaplain, 336/271-5959 ext 327 pr fdew@guministry.org.

Ohio

Cincinnati -  Homeless Memorial Day in Cincinnati, OH will be held on December 20, 2007, in Washington Park at 12 Noon.  Following the non-denominational service, there will be a luncheon at Nast Trinity Church-directly across from Washington Park.  Currently, we will be remembering 29 individuals. For more information, please contact Lynne Ausman of the Greater Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless at lynneausman@yahoo.com.

Cleveland – Cleveland’s Homeless Memorial Day observance is set for Dec 21st at Franklin Circle Church at 5:15 pm.  This will be a candlelight vigil for those who passed away over the last year and experience homelessness.  The observance will be presented by Care Alliance, Cuyahoga County/City Office of Homeless Services, Franklin Circle Christian Church, Interact Cleveland, Northeast Ohio Coalition, for the Homeless, and the Louis Stokes Department of Veterans Affairs. Franklin Circle Church, located at 1688 Fulton Avenue (Near Lutheran Hospital), will host a special meal after the event. InterAct Cleveland will bring inter-religious figures to the event for a diverse prayer service. Peter Lawson Jones, Cuyahoga County Commissioner, will say a few words, and NEOCH will read the names of people who have passed away over the year. Please bring additional names of those who have died on the streets and were homeless at some point in the recent past. Everyone is welcome to attend. For additional information, contact Brian Davis of the Northeast Ohio Coalition for the Homeless at 216/432-0540.

Columbus – The Columbus Coalition for the Homeless in Columbus OH will observe the annual Memorial Day with an Interfaith Service on December 20.  The service will include speakers from a variety of faiths responding to the issues of homelessness as well as special music and the reading of the names of those who have passed away in 2007. For directions and information, contact Tristan Wonycott at columbushomeless@yahoocom.

Dayton -- The annual Homeless Memorial Vigil will be held at 12:00 Friday, December 21, 2007 in CourtHouse Square in downtown Dayton. The service includes a choir of homeless and formerly homeless people sponsored by Target Dayton Ministry; reading of the name and pealing of the bell for each homeless person who has died in 2007; proclamations on homelessness by the mayor and the city commission; communal singing of 'Let There Be Peace on Earth'; scripture and comment by a Christian pastor, and recital of the 23rd psalm by a Jewish cantor. Hot soup and chocolate are provided by St. Vincent de Paul Hotel (emergency shelter).
Toledo  -- We are having our annual Homeless Person’s Memorial Service Decembner 20 @ 7 pm @ 1 Government Center to remember those who have paid with their lives.  Sponsored by 1Matters.com in conjunction with its Fight for Housing.

Oklahoma

Tulsa – The Tulsa Day Center for the Homeless will have a Memorial Service on Tuesday, Dec 18, 2007 at 5 pm at the Day Center to honor homeless persons who have died in 2007. For directions and more information, contact Joanne Hoyle at jhoyle@tulsadaycenter.org.

Oregon 

Portland -- Please join Yellow Brick Road at Outside In, 1132 SW 13th Ave, this Friday 12/21 at 6:00 pm as we light candles & remember those we lost on the streets in 2007. 

Pennsylvania

Norristown – Montgomery County will have it’s first commemoration of Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day, with a Candlelight Vigil on Thursday, December 20th, from 4:30 – 5:30 pm, at the Courthouse Plaza on Main Street in Norristown.  All are welcome to come.  The vigil has been organized by many groups who serve people who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless, with the CHOC and the Hospitality Center taking the lead in planning.  For more information, contact Eleanor Vine at 612/278-5117 ext 6714.

Philadelphia –Join us for a Candlelight Vigil as we remember those who have lost their lives to Homelessness during 2007.  (Sign language interpretation will be available.) This event, sponsored by Project H.O.M.E. will be Thursday, December 20th from 4:30-5:30 pm. At Dilworth Plaza, Northwest corner of City Hall.  We will:  Remember the lives and dreams of homeless men, women, and children who perished this year in our city; Hope and work for the day when poverty is eliminated and justice prevails in this land of promise and plenty; Heal the pain of loss with a renewed commitment to end homelessness in Philadelphia.  

Pittsburgh – Operation Safety Net, a community outreach program of Mercy Behavioral Health and the Pittsburgh Mercy Health System, will sponsor a National Homeless Person’s Memorial Day service at 5: 00 pm on December 21 at the south end of Grant Street, under the Monroeville entrance ramp to the Parkway East.  For details, call 412/232-5739. 

South Carolina

Charleston -- Crisis Ministries, the homeless shelter and service provider in Charleston, SC, held the Third Annual Homeless Person's Memorial Service on December 20, 2007.  The service was held in Marion Square, one of the busiest places in Charleston during the holiday season.  Mayor Joseph P. Riley, Jr. began the service with remarks to remind everyone in attendance that homelessness is a life or death issue.  Crisis Ministries Chairman of the Board, Andy Gowder, gave brief remarks encouraging everyone to recommit themselves to ending hunger and homelessness one person at a time, one family at a time.  Reverend Don Day gave an invocation and then a list of 22 names were read by Crisis Ministries' staff and Board members.  Each name was read with the Person's age so that the community is aware of how young the majority of our homeless neighbors are when they die.  Approximately 100 people attended the service.  The choir from the Historic Unitarian Church sang two hymns and candles were lit in remembrance of those who died homeless during 2007 in the Charleston community. 

Spartanburg – Spartanburg’s first Homeless Memorial was held Wednesday evening, November 28th from 6 to 10:30 pm at the Main Building of Wofford campus. The Haven and Wofford College sponsored the Memorial and hope it will become an annual event.  Three individuals shared their testimonials and attendees stood in the cold night air for several hours to experience just a taste of what the homeless of Spartanburg have to endure night after night, week after week. The organizers teamed up with several local churches, colleges, and the Upstate Homeless Coalition to organize the event in hopes that the Memorial will bring awareness to the growing problem of homelessness in Spartanburg.  The event included a “mock soup kitchen,” where attendees were given soup, bread, and coffee.  The Mobile Medical Unit, which provides medical services to homeless individuals in the area, was on hand for people to tour.  A candlelight vigil, poetry, and gospel singing were also featured. 

Tennessee 

Chattanooga – A service at the Community Kitchen remembered 15 people who were recognized by name and others whose names were unknown.  The homeless clients did almost the whole service.  We had a bagpiper who played an opening and closing hymn.  A currently homeless woman read an introduction and explanation, whose theme was that family gatherings often occurred in the kitchen, so it was fitting to have our recognition at the Community Kitchen. Homeless clients lit a candle on an empty lunch tray and they called the name of someone who had died.  At the end, we tolled a bell for each death.  Then the acting chairperson of our Homeless Coalition sang a hymn. A local minister who feeds the homeless each week did a blessing and then staff and volunteers served lunch to the clients as they sat at tables.  
Memphis –  Memorial Service on December 18 at 5pm at the Memphis Health Center, 360 E.H. Crump Blvd., Memphis, TN.
Nashville – The 17th Annual Homeless Memorial in Nashville will be held on December 15, 2007. The event is being organized by the Homeless Power Project and will begin with breakfast at 8:30 am followed by a memorial service at 9:00 am. The location for both events will be Riverfront Park (Broadway and First Avenue, Downtown). For details, contact info@homelesspower.org or call 615/733-0633.

Texas

Corpus Christi – Corpus Christi will observe their 7th Annual National Homeless Person’s Memorial Day with a Sunrise Service, hosted by Homeless Issues Partnership, Inc. Memorial Committee in conjunction with the National Coalition for the Homeless on Friday, December 21, 2007 @ 7:00 am. The service will be at Kinney Street Part located on Kinney at Shoreline.  Contact Cynthia Contreras for details at 361/883-3623 ext 128 or ccontreras@trla.org.

Houston – The Harris County Hospital District, Health Care for the Homeless Program will join the Coalition for the Homeless of Houston and Harris County to commemorate Homeless Memorial Day.  A service will be held on the steps of City Hall in downtown Houston on December 21st at 1:00 pm.  The agenda is forthcoming.  The local list of names has not yet been published.  It may be after the vent before all the names are available.  For more information, contact homelesshouston.org.

Lubbock – The Community Health Center of Lubbock and the South Plains Homeless Consortium in partnership with the National Coalition for the Homeless would like to invite the community for a candlelight vigil to commemorate the lives of those in our community who have died homeless in 2007.  This event will take place at the Mahon Library at 1306 9th Street on December 21st at 5:30 pm. For more information, please contact Carol Hernandez at 806*765-2611 ext 1008.

San Antonio – A Candlelight Vigil and Memorial Service to Honor the Homeless will be held Friday, December 21st from 6:30 pm – 7:00 pm at Milam Park, located at 500 West Commerce between Market Square and Santa Rosa Hospital. This memorial service will be highlighted with scripture and reflection, songs, prayers and the reading of the names of those who died in San Antonio in 2007 while homeless.  SAMMinistries, sponsor for the event, is joined by the following co-sponsors in hosting this event:  Bandera Road Community Church, Corazon Ministries, Family Service Association of San Antonio, First Baptist Church of San Antonio, First Presbyterian Church of San Antonio, Grace Lutheran, Goodwill Industries of San Antonio, Travis Park United Methodist.  SAM Ministries has joined with the national sponsors, The National Coalition for the Homeless and the National Health Care for the Homeless Council each year since 1990 in observance of the National Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day to bring attention to the tragedy of homelessness and to remember our homeless friends who have paid the ultimate price for our nation’s failure to end homelessness.  For more information, contact Rev. Becky Hamann, Manager of Spiritual Services, SAMMinistries at 210/321-3043 or Kay Floyd of Kay Floyd and Associates at 210/824-7387.  

Utah

Salt Lake City -- Each year, the Fourth Street Clinic holds a candlelight vigil and homeless memorial around the winter solstice to raise awareness about homelessness. This year's event took place on December 20th at 5:30 in the evening at the Bishop Wiegand Center, amidst a large snow storm that reminded those in attendance of the harsh environment that homeless people deal with each day. Well-known homeless advocate Pamela Atkinson was the master of ceremonies. Salt Lake County Mayor Peter Carroon outlined the reasons for holding the vigil, and stated that the condition of homelessness in our communities was unacceptable. The Governor of Utah, Jon Huntsman, proclaimed December 21st as Homeless Memorial Day. Kaylynn Boone, a member of the Board of Directors of Fourth Street Clinic, chair of the Consumer Advisory Board, and formerly homeless woman, read the names of the 49 known homeless people who died in Salt Lake County in 2007. With the death of a 16-year old child this year, those in attendance were reminded of the intense vulnerability that faces each and every person who does not have a permanent, safe place to call home. The average age of the 49 known people who died in Salt Lake County this year dropped to 46 years old.

Vermont

Brattleboro -- Friday, December 21 -- Vigil for the Homeless 4pm Centre Congregational Church front steps.
Burlington – A candlelight vigil will be held Wednesday, December 19th at 5:30 pm at City Hall. For more information, call 802/864-7402 or emal cotsonline.org.

Virginia

Charlottesville – Gathering Tuesday December 17 at the Charlottesville Pavillion.  15 names read.

Norfolk – The 7th Annual Memorial Homeless Vigil will be held December 19th 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm. At Queen St. Baptist Church located at the corner of Brambleton and St. Paul’s Blvd (757/622-0438).  The Vigil will include a walk and ceremony to pay tribute to those who have lost their lives as a result of their homelessness on the streets of Norfolk during the past year. The vigil will also bring attention to the plight of those currently experiencing homelessness in Norfolk.  The walk will begin at the parking lot, corner of Brambleton and St. Paul’s Queen St. Baptist Church), then proceed to Monticello Ave to TCC Park for the ceremony, then conclude at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church with light refreshments. The public is invited to attend. For more information, contact Martha Gorman, 757/622-0438 or gam-norfolk@verison.net.

Washington

Seattle – On December 21st from 5-6pm , 84 people who died homeless in King County in 2007 will be remembered during a silent candlelight vigil at Westlake Mall Park in Downtown Seattle.  The event is organized by Women in Black, which is a group which stands vigil in downtown Seattle every time they hear of the death of a homeless individual who died by violence or outdoors.  

Seattle -- On January 4th at 4pm, the Compass Center will hold an annual homeless memorial for people who died in 2007.

Spokane – This year, 23 homeless people died in Spokane County. Three were stabbed, shot or beaten to death, but most died of diseases left untreated or from exposure to heat or cold,. Advocates for homeless persons plan to memorialize those who have died during a service at 11:30 a.m. Friday at the Denny Murphy Clinic, 1001 W. Second Ave.
Tacoma – The Washington State Coalition for the Homeless will sponsor a vigil to be held December 21st at 4 pm on the steps of the Capitol in Olympia, WA.  The list of names is not yet available. For updated information and further details, contact Mia Navarro Wells at 253/761-7446 or wsch_mia@comcast.net.

Yakima –The Homeless Network of Yakima County will hold its Third Annual Candlelight Vigil in observance of Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day at 5:30 pm on Friday, December 21st, in Millennium Plaza in downtown Yakima.  The Vigil will honor five people who were homeless in Yakima at the time of their death.  The Vigil will begin with an invocation and the reading of the City of Yakima’s Proclamation of Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day.  The program will include life memories of each of the five along with songs and poems from the community including Rev. Juliet Hemphill singing “I’ll Fly Away.” Steve Gaulke, team leader of PATH (Program Alternatives to Homelessness), a Network member, and a member of the Washington State Governor’s Advisory Committee on Homelssness, will read the Life Statements.  For more information, contact Pat Brown at 509/248-6166 or psbrown@aol.com.

Wisconsin

Kenosha – Walkin’ In My Shoes, in collaboration with First Step Transitional Day Shelter, Shalom Center of the Interfaith Network, First Congressional Church, and New Song Ministry want you to join us the First Day of Winter to remember and celebrate the lives of those in our community who died homeless in 2006. All are welcome to attend this free event that will be held Saturday, December 22nd at Library Park, 5912 8th Avenue (Inside Park) from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  Please bring a blanket or sleeping bag.  At 3:15 pm a dozen balloons will be released in commemoration of the Kenosha Resident who died homeless in 2006 followed by a litany reading off the names of homeless persons’ who have died.  Formerly homeless persons will then share their stories and what it took to get off the streets.  Hot chocolate will be served. Remember to dress warm!  From 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm, a reception for the homeless will be held at First Congressional Church, 5934 8th Avenue.  WIMS Staff will be signing up homeless street youth, men, women and children from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm to help them leave the streets.  Blankets, sleeping bags, men and women’s winter coats, hats, scarves, gloves, sweaters, pants, socks, books resource information, and Shower Certificate Cards will also be distributed. 

A call to Action Proclamation/Resolution to Mayor John M. Antaramian is being presented to declare on this day “National Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day” in Kenosha.  Lets show others that we care and together we can end homelessness in America.

Other upcoming events in Kenosa:  Sunday, December 23rd, the First Congressional Church will host their regular Sunday Morning Breakfast for the homeless from 7:00 am to 8:00 am, and on Monday, December 24th, the First Congressional Church will host their Annual Christmas Eve Dinner for the homeless from 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm. 

For more information, questions, or if you would like to volunteer, contact Walkin’ In My Shoes, Inc. at 262/914-6403 or via email: jwynn@walkininmyshoes.org.

Wyoming

Cheyenne – For the 17th year, the Wyoming Coalition for the Homeless will sponsor Homeless Memorial Day at noon December 21st in front of the State Capitol Building.  Speakers will include the Rev. William Jividan, Beacon Hill Methodist Church,  Mayor Jack Spiker, The Rev. Elizabeth McVicker, Cheyenne Interfaith Hospitality Network, the Rev. Jon Laughlin, Grace United Methodist Church, Richard McCullough, Crossroads Clinic and several homeless individuals. 

Earl Janack, Slow Trucks Turning, will provide the music. 

The public is invited to attend and to remember those who have died homeless in Cheyenne during the last two years.  (The 2006 memorial was canceled because of bad weather). For more information on the event contact Virginia Sellner at 634-8499.

CANADA

Nova Scotia

Halifax – Join in Community to Remember and Celebrate the Lives of People who have Lived and Died Homeless and in Poverty.  All are welcome to attend the Homeless Memorial Friday, December 21st at St. Patrick’s Church, 2267 Brunswick Street, Halifax at 11:00 am.  Refreshments will be served following the service.  For more information, please contact Community Action on Homelessness at info@cahhalifax.org or call Darcy at 902/420-2186 or Claudia @ 602/420-6026.

British Columbia

Victoria -- We are joining the cross-Canada Remembrance Day on Dec. 21 for those who have died in the streets. Here in Victoria we are gathering at the corner of Pandora and Wharf to commemorate those who have died on the Streets of Victoria while they waited for the politicians to fulfill their promises of real housing for the poor. At 4:30 p.m. there will be speakers reminding society that those who are homeless are getting sick and tired of the empty promises made to them by the Mayor and the court system. For more information, call Lise Wrigley at 480-1640 or Phil Lyons at 381-0033 

England
London- St. Martin-in-the-Fields Church will hold a memorial service this Christmas, as it does each year, to remember the homeless people who have died in London over the past year. Each person is remembered by name, and the congregation will write these names on the altar cloth.  One homeless individual said, “You can’t forget friends.” This gentleman received some nasty shocks when this year’s list was read out-some of the people he thought had moved off the streets had actually died. St. Martin’s prides itself on being a sanctuary, lifeline and shelter for the vulnerable members of its parish, and demonstrates with the Connection, a day centre for the homeless that is open year round.

