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 !ELCOME to the second *uarterly e0ne1sletter of the "#$%&'# ()*# +*,-&.#*$! /#'0,*1 

2"(+/33 a nat4onal 5roup of pro74ders and adm4n4strators en5a5ed 4n med4cal resp4te care for 

homeless 4nd474duals throu5hout the 9:;: and <anada:  =he ><?N defines medical respite care as 

acute and post0acute med4cal care for homeless persons 1ho are too 4ll or fra4l to reco7er from a 

phys4cal 4llness or 4nAury on the streets3 But 1ho are not 4ll enou5h to Be 4n a hosp4tal:  =he ><?N 

4s a component of the Nat4onal Health <are for the Homeless <ounc4l3 a memBersh4p 

or5an4Dat4on that pro74des tra4n4n5 and techn4cal ass4stance to pro74ders of resp4te care and other 

health ser74ces for homeless people throu5h a <ooperat47e A5reement 14th the Health >esources 

and ;er74ces Adm4n4strat4on FH>;AG:  =h4s ne1sletter 1as created 14th support from H>;AH the 

op4n4ons eIpressed here4n are those of the authors and do not necessar4ly represent those of 

H>;A or 4ts Jureau of ?r4mary Health <are: 
 

THIS ISSUE featuresK  

 ;amples from our ne1 ><?N arch47e of resp4te 4n the med4a 

 Lnformat4on aBout research on med4cal resp4te care 

 >esp4te <are ?ro74ders’ Net1ork act474t4es and upcom4n5 e7ents: 

 
 

HOSPITAL DISCHARGE PRACTICES AND  

HOMELESS RESPITE CARE IN THE MEDIA 

 
=he ><?N 4s currently 4n the process of 

collect4n5 and arch474n5 4tems from the med4a 

1h4ch focus on med4cal resp4te – andNor on 

the 5ro14n5 need to address th4s 5ap 4n ser74ce 

for homeless persons:  Oollo14n5 4s a sampl4n5 

of some of 1hat 1e ha7e so farK 

 

4/ 546+789: ;76(59"<7/< 

7/(7;=/86 >785 54?=:=66 +="64/6 

 

;#@-#*A (4B =he Pen7er channel Q ne1s 

channel had a story and sho1ed 74deos of an 

4nc4dentK Witnesses: Hospital Employees Dump 

Homeless Woman on RctoBer S3 TUUV 

httpKNN111:theden7erchannel:comNQne1s4n7e

st45atesNWUUWWXYXNdeta4l:html 

(C#-#C)@.A 4D&,K  A Zay V3 TUUQ art4cle By 

P4ane ;uchetka 4n the <le7eland ?la4n Pealer3 

ent4tled A Safety Net Full of Holes:  Ill Homeless 

Dumped on Shelters  
E,$',@A ?)$$)FDG$#''$K  ;eptemBer WY3 TUUQ 

art4cle By [oseph Kahn on the front pa5e of the 

Joston ]loBe3 ent4tled “Lessons in Humanity: 

Homeless man, care staff forge unexpected bonds” 

httpKNN111:Boston:comNyourl4feNart4clesNTUU

QNUYNWYNlessons^4n^human4tyN 

Zr: Kahn rece47ed a delu5e of ma4l 4n response 

to h4s art4cle aBout ?atr4ck3 prompt4n5 a 

follo10up art4cle 1h4ch summar4Ded some of 

those messa5es:  Hospital's help to dying man 

prompts flood of messages 

;eptemBer WY3 TUUQ 

January 2008 
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http://www.thedenverchannel.com/7newsinve
http://www.boston.com/yourlife/articles/200
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:,$ 9@H#C#$A ()C&I,*@&)K No7emBer WQ3 TUUV 

art4cle By the Assoc4ated ?ress3 puBl4shed 4n 

the Ne1 _ork =4mesK “Hospital Charged With 

Dumping Homeless Patient”  FA 74deo catch4n5 a 

man d4schar5ed from the hosp4tal to ;k4d >o1 

made the nat4onal ne1s – see also N?> 

1eBs4te and suBse*uent “VU Z4nutes” 

documentaryG 

‘Dumping’ of Homeless by Hospitals Stirs Debate 
>andall Arch4Bold FOeBruary T`3 TUUQG 

Hospital accused of 'dumping' homeless patient 

9;A=RPA_:com  FOeBruary WS3 TUUQG 

httpKNN111:usatoday:comNne1sNnat4onNTUUQ0

UT0WS0sk4d0ro1^I:htm 

+,*'C)@.A 4*#H,@B Homeless Infirmary Project 

Will Continue Helping Patients Recover  FZarch 

W`3 TUUVG Rre5on Health and ;c4ence 

9n47ers4ty ne1s release 

 

E*,0@$-&CC#A 8#J)$B  K]J= X0=a FNo7emBer 

TQ3 TUUQG 

Hospital's struggle to care for the homeless 
httpKNN111:teamXne1s:comN]loBalNstory:asp

bscQXWWVdW 

 

>&@$',@ 6)C#KA /,*'D ()*,C&@)K =he 

W4nston ;alem [ournal puBl4shed a p4ece 

Nowhere to Go.  State Hospital Moving Patients 

into Area’s Homeless Shelters  FOeBruary S3 TUUVG 

 

6)F*)K#@',A ()C&I,*@&) 

<al4forn4a Health <are Ooundat4on promoted a 

report on med4cal resp4teK New Health Care Options 

for Homeless Patients in Sacramento 

=he report h45hl45hts a collaBorat47e approach to 

del47er4n5 care to pat4ents d4schar5ed from 

hosp4tals FAu5ust Q3 TUUVG 

 

:,$ 9@H#C#$A (9K PeBorah <ro1e from =he fos 

An5eles Jus4ness [ournal3 reported on a hosp4tal’s 

gTX3UUU donat4on to a homeless ser74ces 5roup to 

address the need for recuperat47e care:  =he art4cle 

Good Samaritan Takes a New Path for Homeless 

Patients 1as puBl4shed PecemBer WT3 TUUV 

 

=he follo14n5 ed4tor4als and letters address the 

un4*ue challen5es assoc4ated 14th d4schar54n5 

homeless pat4ents 

 

“P4schar5e ?lann4n5 and the P4lemma of Peal4n5 

14th Homeless ?at4ents:”  Hospital Case 

Management3 WX3 dW0d`3 TUUV 

 

“Homeless ?ose 9n4*ue P4schar5e <hallen5e” 

Hospital Case Management3 WS3 WUd0WWU3 TUUQ 

 

P4schar5e ?lann4n5 Ad74sorK Innovative Program 

Helps Homeless, Frees up Beds3 Hosp4tal ?eer >e74e13 

RctoBer W3 TUUS 

 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH ON RESPITE CARE 

 

Ln RctoBer3 TUUQ3 the Pepartment of Health and Human ;er74ces puBl4shed a compet4t47e task 

order F<=RG for a ne1 study t4tled3 “Zed4cal >esp4te <are for ?ersons hIper4enc4n5 

Homelessness:”  ><?N memBers pro74ded Back5round 4nformat4on for th4s study3 and a 5reat deal 

of encoura5ement for these research funds to Be made a7a4laBle:   =he ><?N ;teer4n5 <omm4ttee 

memBers 14ll also ser7e as ad74sors on se7eral phases of the proAect3 1h4ch 1as a1arded to Westat3 

a research corporat4on Based 4n >ock74lle3 ZP3 4n No7emBer:  Fcontinued, next pageG 

 

 

ADD TO OUR ARCHIVE:  SEND US MEDIA 

COVERAGE ON THESE ISSUES FROM YOUR 

STATE! 

 

 
 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2007
http://www.team4news.com/Global/story.asp
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Respite Study, continued 

 

=he three 5oals of th4s study areK 

WG synthes4De current research concern4n5 resp4te care  

TG us4n5 the research synthes4s and eIpert panel 4nput3 oBta4n ne1 or add4t4onal cost3 *ual4ty 

and related 4nformat4on aBout med4cal resp4te care pro5rams 

`G present and d4scuss research f4nd4n5s to 4mpro7e our understand4n5 of the mer4ts or 

outcomes of resp4te pro5rams 
 

UPCOMING RESPITE CARE PRO3IDERS! NET!OR4 

ACTI3ITIES AND E3ENTS 

 

Rur neIt annual "#$%&'# +*#L(,@I#*#@F# 7@$'&'G'# 14ll Be held Wednesday3 [une WW3 TUUd 4n 

?hoen4I3 Ar4Dona:  =he theme of th4s year’s 4nst4tute 14ll Be relat4onsh4ps Bet1een resp4te pro5rams 

and hosp4tals:  =he >esp4te <are ?ro74ders’ Net1ork has also helped to de7elop s4I 1orkshops on 

resp4te0related top4cs to Be presented dur4n5 the Nat4onal H<H <onference F[une WT0WXG:  Fa4s4t 

111:nhchc:or5 for 4nformat4on on re54ster4n5 for these e7ents:G 

 

=he >esp4te >esearch =ask Oorce 14ll Be conduct4n5 a @)'&,@)C $'G.M of the relat4onsh4ps resp4te pro5rams 

ha7e 14th the4r local referr4n5 hosp4tals:  =he =ask Oorce 14ll comp4le the f4nd4n5s to present at the ?re0

<onference Lnst4tute 4n [une Fsee aBo7eG:   ?lease 1atch for our 4n74tat4on to part4c4pate 4n the study 4n 

[anuary TUUdi   F=h4s 14ll co4nc4de 14th our annual call for updates to pro5ram descr4pt4ons for the >esp4te 

?ro5ram P4rectory:G 

 

AS4 THE E5PERT 

=h4s column addresses spec4f4c *uest4ons you ha7e3 or d4lemmas you face:  =h4s 14ll 

enaBle you to take ad7anta5e of the 7ast eIper4ence amon5 our ;teer4n5 <omm4ttee 

memBers and learn from the4r m4stakes and m4ssteps:  ?lease suBm4t *uest4ons to 

;uDanne jer5er at sDer5erknhchc:or5: 
 
 

Q: Do you know of any programs that have developed mental 
 health respite beds in a shelter setting?   

 

9N ;eattlels lar5est do1nto1n shelter3 Po1nto1n hmer5ency ;helter 

 F111:desc:or5Ncl4n4cal:htmlG3 has a TU0Bed <r4s4s >esp4te ?ro5ram for those 14th 

 decompensated mental health proBlems: 

  Leslie Enzian, MD Assistant Professor, University of Washington School of Medicine 

 

9N We do ha7e mental health resp4te pro5rams But they are mana5ed By the Pepartment of 

 Zental Health 4n Joston: L 1ould su55est contact4n5 ;ue hstes0;ha1 1ho 4s the d4rector of 

 the homeless outreach team for PZH and she could proBaBly tell you aBout adm4ss4on 

 cr4ter4a: Fsuzanne.estes@dmh.state.ma.us) Sarah Ciambrone, Director, McInnis House, Boston 

 ZA 

 


