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*  *  *  
COVERI NG KI DS & FAMI LI ES BACK- TO- SCHOOL CAMPAI GN 
The HCH Clinicians'  Net work is a nat ional support er of  t he 
<ht t p:/ / www.coverin gkidsandf amil ies.org>2006 Coverin g Kids & Famil ies Back-t o-
School Campaign; t here  are  many ways t hat  our members  can get  involved. 
Thousands of  event s are  being planned across t he count ry  t o spread t he word  and 
help enro ll eligib le uninsured adult s and children in Medicaid and t he St at e 
Children' s Healt h I nsurance Program (SCHI P). The communicat ions t eam can 
connect  you wit h local coalit ions planning act ivit ies. Fre e planning guides and 
mat eria ls including f liers , post ers , lapel st ickers  and bookmarks  are  available at  
<ht t p:/ / www.coverin gkidsandf amil ies.org / >www.coverin gkidsandf amil ies.org . 
 
Maj or League Soccer (MLS) has again j oined as a nat ional part ner f or t he 2006 
Covering Kids & Families Back-t o-School Campaign. MLS t eams across t he count ry  



wil l host  "Children' s Healt h Care  Coverage Days," play Coverin g Kids & Famil ies'  
public serv ice announcement s during half -t ime, and dist rib ut e mat eria ls during 
games. To learn more  about  workin g wit h a Maj or League Soccer t eam in your 
st at e, go t o 
<ht t p:/ / www.coverin gkidsandf amil ies.org / about / part ners / mls/ >www.coverin gkidsan
df amil ies.org / about / part ners / mls. 
 
Coverin g Kids & Famil ies wil l announce new r esearc h f indings about  children' s 
healt h care  coverage on Wednesday, August  9, 2006, during nat ional press 
launches in Bat on Rouge, LA; Des Moines, I A; Helena, MT; Houst on, TX; Las Vegas, 
NV; Milwaukee, WI ; Phoenix , AZ; and Seat t le, WA . This researc h wil l be made 
available t o all nat ional suppor t ers . I f  you would like t o at t end a press conf erence, 
please cont act  Lisa Beck at  202 572-2988 or 
<mail t o:lisa.beck@gmmb.com>lisa.beck@gmmb.com. 
 
From post ing f liers  at  t he local grocery  st ore  t o host ing a boot h at  a local f air,  all 
act ivit ies make a dif f erence in our ef f ort s t o reach pot ent ially eligible f amil ies 
about  available healt h care  coverage. I f  your organizat ion already has act ivit ies 
planned, <ht t p:/ / coverin gkidsandf amil ies.or g/ plan/ >t ell us about  t hem t oday! 
SOURCE:  <ht t p:/ / www.coverin gkidsandf amil ies.org>2006 Coverin g Kids & Famil ies 
Back-t o-School Campaign |  Lisa Beck |  phone: 202 572-2988 |  E-mail: 
<mail t o:lisa.beck@gmmb.com>lisa.beck@gmmb.com 

*  *  *  
HUGE I NCREASE NOTED I N PRESCRI PTI ON OF ANTI PSYCHOTI C DRUGS 
TO YOUTH 
Bet ween 1993 and 2002, t her e was a more  t han f ivef old increase in t he use of  
ant ipsychot ic medicat ion t o t reat  children and adolescent s, accord ing t o a recent  
report  in t he Arc hives of  Genera l Psychiat ry. A nat ional survey f ound t hat  such 
medicat ions were  pre scrib ed t o about  1,400 out  of  100,000 yout h in 2002. By 
comparis on, f rom 1993 t o 1995, 275 children of  every  100,000 received such 
prescrip t ions. While expert s have argued insuf f icient  re searc h exist s on t he 
ef f ect s of  ant ipsychot ic medicat ion on young people t o j ust if y t heir use, ot hers  
say t hat  ant ipsychot ics are  t he best  t reat ment  curre nt ly available f or children who 
desperat ely need help. 
 
A recent  USA Today survey of  U.S. Food and Drug Administ ra t ion (FDA) record s 
bet ween 2000 and 2004 f ound t hat  at ypical ant ipsychot ic medicat ions were  list ed 
as t he "prim ary  suspect " in t he deat hs of  at  least  45 children and adolescent s. 



About  1,300 ot her serio us side ef f ect s, some of  which were  lif e-t hreat ening, were  
also report ed. Accord ing t o <ht t p:/ / www.OpEdNews.com>OpEdNews.com, f ewer 
t han 10 perc ent  of  side ef f ect s and deat hs are  capt ured by t he FDA report ing 
syst em, so t he act ual numbers  may be a lot  higher.  
SOURCE:  Clearin ghouse Websit e |  The Key Updat e |  Volume 3, No. 1 |  J uly 2006 

*  *  *  
KI DS COUNT 2006 DATA BOOK ONLI NE 
The Annie E. Casey Foundat ion' s 2006 KI DS COUNT Dat a Book is available in an 
online dat abase t hat  cont ains more  t han 75 measures of  child well-being, including 
t he 10 measures used in t he annual KI DS COUNT Dat a Book. I t  also includes t imely 
dat a on Educat ion, Employment  and I ncome, Povert y, Healt h, Basic Demographics, 
and Yout h Risk Fact ors  f or t he U.S., all 50 st at es and DC. Cust om graphs, maps, 
ranked list s and st at e-by-st at e prof iles may be generat ed f rom t he dat abase. To 
access t he dat abase or ord er a f re e copy of  t he f ull report , go t o: 
ht t p:/ / www.aecf .org / kidscount / sld/ dat abook.j sp. 
SOURCE:  Funding Alert  |  www.dc.gov |  Volume 9, I ssue 30 |  J uly 24, 2006 

*  *  *  
NEW WEBSI TE TO COLLECT NONPROFI T RESEARCH 
A new websit e allows nonprof it  organizat ions t o post  t heir researc h and ot her 
analysis on social issues f r ee of  charge. I ssueLab, at  ht t p:/ / www.issuelab.com, was 
launched earl ier t his year t o collect  nonprof it  researc h and dat a and place t hem on 
one websit e so t hat  a varie t y of  audiences could access t hem. The sit e accept s a 
wide range of  document s, including report s, whit e papers , f act  sheet s, case 
st udies, dat a set s and more . Using t he sit e is f ree, alt hough organizat ions must  
regist er,  which allows t hem t o add and maint ain publicat ion list ings, t rack visit or 
int erest  in dif f ere nt  document s and manage account  det ails. Each nonprof it  has an 
organizat ion page where  background and cont act  inf ormat ion can be post ed. 
 
The websit e accept s researc h on nearl y any social issue across t he polit ical 
spect rum, including children and yout h, housing and homelessness, parent ing and 
f amil ies, consumer prot ect ion, educat ion and lit eracy, healt h and medicine, 
immigrat ion, povert y and hunger,  t o name a f ew. Addit ional cat egorie s are  being 
added as new researc h is being post ed on t he sit e. Curre nt ly, all mat eria ls on 
I ssueLab can be accessed f ree. However,  in t he f ut ure, t he sit e plans t o have t he 
capacit y f or nonprof it s t o t ake secure payment s f or publicat ions t hey cannot  of f er 
f ree. I n addit ion, r eaders  wil l be able t o post  reviews about  publicat ions as well. 
SOURCE:  Associat ion of  Fundra ising Prof essionals |  www.af pnet .org  

*  *  *  



I N THE MEDI A:  HOUSI NG HOMELESS FAMI LI ES 
I n a J une 12 Los Angeles Times edit oria l, "Finding a Way Home: Housing homeless 
f amil ies," t he experie nces of  a young mot her of  t hree children, Chris t ine Elks, are  
used as an example of  a growing problem in Los Angeles. Wit h 6,500 f amilies 
curre nt ly homeless and making f amil ies being one of  t he f ast est  growing homeless 
populat ion in t he cit y, t his edit oria l t akes a close look at  solut ions f rom across t he 
count ry  t hat  are  proving t o be ef f ect ive in prevent ing and ending f amily 
homelessness, including prevent ion ef f ort s in Massachuset t s t hat  use geo-coding 
t o help ident if y t he locat ions of  high ris k f amil ies and t hen t arget  prevent ion 
ef f ort s. Housing Firs t , monit orin g and assist ing f amil ies on st at e welf are , 
expanding evict ion assist ance programs, and creat ing more  af f ord able and public 
housing were  of f ered as promising st ra t egies t o help homeless f amil ies. As t he 
edit oria l st at es, "The most  heart breaking homeless problem has some of  t he 
f reshest  solut ions." 
SOURCE:  Nat ional Alliance t o End Homelessness  |  Alliance Online News |  J une 20, 
2006 

*  *  *  
ENDI NG YOUTH HOMELESSNESS 
Our nat ion must  do more  t o end yout h homelessness. The f ailure t o ensure saf e 
and st able housing f or our nat ion' s young people result s in yout h living on t he 
couches of  re lat ives or f rie nds, in emergency shelt ers , and on t he st reet s -- all f ar 
f rom ideal envir onment s f or ensuring t heir successf ul t ransit ion t o st able and 
economically self -suf f icient  adult s. 

> The U.S. Depart ment  of  J ust ice est imat ed t hat  in 1999, nearl y 1.7 mil lion 
yout h had a runaway/ t hrowaway episode. 
> A 1991 nat ional st udy of  f ormer f ost er yout h revealed t hat  25 perc ent  of  
t he yout h were  homeless at  least  one night . 
> A survey of  209 unaccompanied yout h who were  homeless in Minnesot a 
report ed t hat  46 perc ent  had been in a corre ct ional f acil it y, and of  t hose, 
44 perc ent  exit ed int o an unst able housing sit uat ion. 

The Nat ional Alliance t o End Homelessness websit e has an overv iew of  yout h 
homelessness, links t o best  pract ices f or ending yout h homelessness, audio 
conf ere nces, recent  re searc h, and ot her resources. Visit  t he websit e at  
ht t p:/ / www.endhomelessness.org / yout h. 
SOURCE:  Nat ional Alliance t o End Homelessness  |  Alliance Online News |  J uly 25, 
2006 

*  *  *  



 
CHI LDHOOD OBESI TY 
The proport ion of  children ages 6 - 19 years of  age who are  eit her overweight  or 
obese has t rip led over t he past  30 years . Obesit y involves subst ant ial healt h ris ks 
t o childr en and put s t hem at  ris k f or ot her condit ions such as low self -est eem, 
eat ing disord ers , body dissat isf act ion and depression. Childhood obesit y prevent ion 
ef f ort s much t arget  individual changes such as improving f ood choices and 
increasing physical act ivit y and enviro nment al changes t hat  support  healt hy 
choices. Famil ies, schools, clinicians, communit y and nonprof it  organizat ions, 
indust ry , media, and government  at  all levels play crit ical ro les in encouraging young 
people t o make healt hy f ood choices and adopt  more  act ive lif est yles. 
 
Clinicians can provide inf ormat ion and resourc es t o children and f amil ies in t heir 
wait ing areas and exam rooms t o demonst rat e t heir support  f or healt hy lif est yles, 
especially eat ing f resh f ruit s, veget ables, whole gra ins and low f at  milk product s, 
and being physically act ive. The Cent er f or Weight  and Healt h makes available 
mat eria ls specif ically designed f or clinicians'  of f ices. Clinicians can become 
involved at  t he communit y level by speaking out  t o cit y councils and school board s 
in support  of  policies t hat  creat e healt hier communit ies f or children. For more  
prevent ion ideas, visit  t he Cent er f or Healt h and Healt h Care  in Schools websit e at  
ht t p:/ / nat ure.berke ley.edu/ cwh. 
 
Advocat es can support  changes t o f edera l nut rit ion programs such as WI C, a 
program t hat  supplement s t he diet s of  mil lions of  low-income women, inf ant s and 
children, t o provide more  f resh f ruit s and veget ables t o meet  curre nt  diet ary  
guidelines. For t he I nst it ut e of  Medicine r eport  on WI C f ood packages visit  t heir 
websit e at  ht t p:/ / www.f ns.usda.gov/ oane/ MENU/ Published/ WI C/ WI C.ht m. 
SOURCE:  Associat ion of  Clinicians'  f or t he Underser ved |  J ULY 2006 |  
www.clinicians.org  

*  *  *  
PLAY I T SAFE,  BABY:  HOW TO REDUCE YOUR CHI LD' S EXPOSURE TO 
TOXI C CHEMI CALS 
A f ew small, easy changes in how you st ore  and heat  f oods, which t oys your child 
plays wit h, and which f oam f urnishings and linens you use can help reduce your 
child' s exposure t o t oxic chemicals. To read t he report  by t he by U.S. PI RG 
Educat ion Fund, "The Right  St art ," go t o 
ht t p:/ / ecologicalmedicine.bioneers .org / node/ 14. 

*  *  *  



CHOKI NG PREVENTI ON:  THE KEY TO CHI LDHOOD SAFETY 
Airw ay obst ruct ion is t he leading cause of  unint ent ional inj ury -re lat ed deat hs of  
children under t he age of  one year in t he U.S. Accord ing t o t he Nat ional SAFE 
KI DS Campaign, 88% of  deat hs and nearl y 80% of  hospit al emergency room visit s 
f or airw ay obst ruc t ion inj urie s involved children f our-years -old and under.  To avoid 
airw ay obst ruct ion in children, prevent ion is clearl y t he best  st ra t egy. 
Rememberin g t he inf ormat ion and t ips t hat  can help prevent  choking, however,  is 
dif f icult  f or busy parent s and caregivers . There f or e, t he I nt ernat ional Food 
I nf ormat ion Council  (I FI C) Foundat ion recognized t he need f or easy-t o-use 
inf ormat ion t o help prevent  airway obst ruct ion in young children.  
 
The I FI C Foundat ion in part nership wit h t he Nat ional SAFE KI DS Campaign 
developed a post er f or healt h prof essionals, parent s, educat ors  and child care  
providers . The post er,  Pr event  Childhood Choking: I t ' s Up To You, is prin t ed in 
English on one side and Spanish on t he ot her in ord er t o provide t his import ant  
inf ormat ion t o a wide audience. To ord er t he post er,  writ e t o Choking Prevent ion 
Post er,  I FI C Foundat ion, 1100 Connect icut  Ave NW, Suit e 430, Washingt on, DC 
20036. Single copies are  f ree; addit ional copies are  $ 1.50 each. The post er is also 
available online at  ht t p:/ / www.if ic.org / publicat ions/ brochures/ chokingpos.cf m. 
SOURCE: Food I nsight  |  Sept ember/ Oct ober 2005 |  ht t p:/ / if ic.org / f oodinsight  

*  *  *  
FUNDI NG & AWA RD OPPORTUNI TI ES . . . 
 
WHO Foundat ion:  Women Helping Ot hers Accept ing Grant  Applicat ions 
Deadline:  Sept ember  12,  2006 
The WHO Foundat ion: Women Helping Ot hers  support s grassroot s charit ies 
serv ing t he overl ooked needs of  women and children. Grant s are  provided t o 
organizat ions serv ing women and/ or childre n in t he Unit ed St at es and Puert o Rico. 
Specif ic pro j ect s and programs addressing healt h, educat ion and social serv ice 
needs are  t he f oundat ion' s prio rit y. The f oundat ion recognizes t he value of  new 
programs creat ed t o respond t o changing needs and wil l consider f unding pro j ect s 
of  an orig inal or pioneerin g nat ure wit hin an exist ing organizat ion. Visit  t he WHO 
Foundat ion websit e at  ht t p:/ / www.whof oundat ion.org  f or complet e program 
guidelines, eligib il it y det ails, and an FAQ. 
RFP Link:  ht t p:/ / f conline.f oundat ioncent er.org / pnd/ 10002943/ whof oundat ion 
SOURCE:  RFP BULLETI N |  J une 9, 2006 |  Volume 7, I ssue 23 

*  *  *  



Ent rie s I nvit ed f or Graf f it i Hurt s Nat ional Award  Progra m 
Deadline:  Sept ember  15,  2006 
Graf f it i Hurt s is a communit y-based graf f it i prevent ion program developed 
t hrough a par t nership bet ween Keep Americ a Beaut if ul, I nc. and t he Sherwin-
Wil liams Company. Graf f it i Hurt s provides resources t o help communit y leaders  
assess t he graf f it i problem, init iat e graf f it i prevent ion act ivit ies and educat e 
yout h and adult s about  t he impact  of  graf f it i vandalism on neighborh oods. The 
Graf f it i Hurt s Nat ional Award  program recognizes and honor s programs t hat  are  
brin ging innovat ion and best  pract ices t o erase graf f it i vandalism. Winning 
programs receive a cash award  of  up t o $1,000, plus addit ional priz es valued at  up 
t o $ 5,000. Winning communit ies are  also recognized in nat ional and local media. The 
cont est  is open t o all ant i-graf f it i pro j ect s t hat  have t aken place in t he last  12 
mont hs. Eligib le applicant s may ent er one of  t hree award  cat egorie s: 
> Communit y under 300,000 populat ion; 
> Communit y over 300,000 populat ion; and 
> Paint  Brush Mural. The "paint  brush mural" cat egory  is f or eligib le groups wit h a 
pro j ect  t hat  is using one (or more ) paint  brush mural(s) t o respond t o pers ist ent  
graf f it i. 
Visit  t he <ht t p:/ / www.graf f it ihurt s.org>Graf f it i Hurt s websit e at  
ht t p:/ / www.graf f it ihurt s.org  f or complet e program inf ormat ion. 
RFP Link: ht t p:/ / f conline.f oundat ioncent er.org / pnd/ 10003416/ graf f it ihurt s 
SOURCE: RFP BULLETI N |  Foundat ion Cent er |  J uly 14, 2006 |  Volume 7, I ssue 28 

*  *  *  
Hunger Relief  Progra ms 
Deadline f or applicat ions:  Oct ober 1,  2006 
Evangelical Lut heran Church in Americ a Domest ic Hunger Program announces f unds 
t o pr ovide re lief  and development  assist ance f or t hose who suf f er f rom hunger and 
inj ust ices re lat ed t o hunger in t he U.S. Prio rit y is given t o programs t hat  help 
people wit h t he least  resources f or meet ing t heir basic needs, and women and 
children living in povert y. Eligib le applicant s include nonprof it s, f ait h-based, and 
communit y-based organizat ions. For f urt her inf ormat ion, go t o 
ht t p:/ / www.elca.org / grant inghope/ . Grant  I D: GD1403 
SOURCE: Funding Alert  |  www.dc.gov |  Volume 9, I ssue 30 |  J uly 24, 2006 

*  *  *  
Childre n Serv ing Their  Communit ies 
Deadline f or nominat ions:  Oct ober 1,  2006 
The Angel Sof t  Angels in Act ion Program recognizes children ages 8 - 18 who have 
execut ed exemplary  act s of  serv ice t o benef it  t heir communit y, a charit y or cause. 



Nominat ors  who are  18 years  or older may submit  an essay of  200 word s or less 
about  t he nominee' s ser vice accomplishment s. The most  out st anding serv ice 
pro j ect  wil l be named Program of  t he Year wit h t he winner receiving $ 15,000. Two 
Grand Priz es of  $ 10,000 and f ive Firs t  Priz es of  $ 1,000 wil l also be award ed. Along 
wit h cash award s, t he Program of  t he Year winner and bot h Grand Priz e winners  
wil l receive a t rip  f or t wo t o Walt  Disney Worl d. For f urt her inf ormat ion, go t o 
ht t p:/ / www.angelsof t .com/ angelsinact ion/ award sprogr am2006.asp. 
SOURCE: Funding Alert  |  www.dc.gov |  Volume 9, I ssue 30 |  J uly 24, 2006 

*  *  *  
Act ivist s of  Color Award  
Deadline f or applicat ions:  December 1,  2006 
The Alst on/ Bannerman Fellowship Program is commit t ed t o advancing progressive 
social change by helping t o sust ain long-t ime act ivist s of  color.  The program honors  
t hose who have devot ed t heir lives t o helping t heir communit ies organize f or racial, 
social, economic and enviro nment al j ust ice, and provides resourc es f or organizers  
t o t ake sabbat icals f or  re f lect ion and renewal. The program seeks applicant s whose 
work at t acks root  causes of  inj ust ice by or ganizing t hose af f ect ed t o t ake 
collect ive act ion; challenges t he syst ems t hat  perpet rat e inj ust ice and ef f ect s 
inst it ut ional change; builds t heir communit y' s capacit y f or self -det erminat ion and 
develops grassroot s leadership; acknowledges t he cult ural values of  t he communit y; 
creat es account able part icipat ory  st ruct ures in which communit y members  have 
decision-making power;  and cont rib ut es t o building a movement  f or social change by 
making connect ions bet ween issues, developing alliances wit h ot her const it uencies, 
and collaborat ing wit h ot her organizat ions. The award  is approximat ely $15,000. 
For f urt her inf ormat ion, go t o ht t p:/ / www.alst onbannerman.org . 
SOURCE: Funding Alert  |  www.dc.gov |  Volume 9, I ssue 30 |  J uly 24, 2006 
 

#  #  #  
 

This Pediat ric s I nt erest  Group e-mail  updat e is brought  t o you by t he Healt h Care  
f or t he Homeless Clinicians'  Net work . We invit e you t o share  your opinion on issues 
of  concern t o t he pediat ric s communit y. I n addit ion, we welcome your f eedback. I f  
you have comment s or suggest ions f or improvement s t o t he newslet t er,  please send 
t hem t o t he Pediat ric s I nt erest  Group newslet t er edit or,  Brenda Prof f it t , at  
bprof f it t @nhchc.org . I f  you decide t o cancel your subscrip t ion, please send a blank 
e-mail  t o net work@nhchc.org , and put  Leave Pediat ric  I nt erest  Group in t he 
Subj ect  line of  your message. 
 



This publicat ion was developed wit h support  f rom t he Healt h Resources and 
Serv ices Administ ra t ion. I t s cont ent s are  solely t he responsibil it y of  t he aut hors  
and do not  necessaril y represent  t he of f icial views of  HRSA/ BPHC, t he Nat ional 
Healt h Care  f or t he Homeless Council , I nc., or t he Healt h Care  f or t he Homeless 
Clinicians'  Net work.  
Virt ually yours, 
Brenda Prof f it t  
 


