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Census Reports Over 46 Million

Americans Without Health Insurance
Ways to Promote the Single Payer Solution

The United States Census Bureau released poverty and health insurance statistics for 2005 on
August 29, 2006. These figures show an increase in both the number and percentage of people
without health care coverage (up to 46.6 million from 45.3 million in 2004 and up to 15.9
percent from 15.6 percent of the population). Uninsurance increased particularly for children,
whites, native-born Americans and those working full-time, and among those making $50,000 or
more. After several years of slight increases, the percentage of people covered by government
health care programs did not change from 2004 to 2005'.

Among HCH clients, the percentage of uninsured changed very little from 2004 to 2005. There
was a slight decrease in the percentage of HCH clients receiving Medicaid benefits, from 22.9%
in 2004 to 22.2% in 2005, after 5 years of increases in Medicaid enrollment for HCH clients®,

The figures reveal that the private sector is providing less health care coverage and that the
government is failing to fill the gap in health coverage for poor and working people. Lack of
access to health care is becoming a middle class issue and may get more attention than in the
past.

Pending Federal legislation proposes a solution the widespread lack of access to health care.
H.R. 676 would provide equal access to all medically necessary health care for all individuals
residing in the United States, including primary care, preventive care, prescription drugs,
emergency care, and mental health services. While the health care delivery system would remain
private, health care services would be paid for by the government, cutting out the wasteful and
unproductive health insurance industry. This “single payer” system is a long-standing priority of
the National Health Care for the Homeless Council and numerous other organizations. Learn
more at www.nhchc.org/singlepayer.html. Today, 75 United States Representatives are co-
sponsors of HR 676. Securing additional House sponsors and identifying a lead sponsor in the
Senate are critical to the success of this legislation.
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ACTION:

« Call or write your US Representative and ask him or her to support H.R. 676.

« If your Representative is a co-sponsor (see list below), express thanks for the position.

« Ask your Senator to introduce a Senate companion to H.R. 676.

+ Ask your candidates for public office what they propose to do to solve the growing
problems of health care access and affordability. Inform HCH clients, staff, Board
members and others about their responses. Help homeless persons register to vote.

Members of the Senate can be reached at http://www.senate.gov and members of the House can
be reached at http://www.house.gov or through the Capitol switchboard at 202/224-3121.

Talking points:

« H.B. 676 provides equal access to health care for everyone while reducing cost and increasing
the percentage of dollars that go to providing services.

- H.B. 676 proposes to reduce the influences of corporate greed, ineffective management, and
waste on the quality and availability of health care services. The current private health care
system failed lower income families years ago and now it is failing the middle class. It is time
to change our health care structure.
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