
National Homeless Persons
Memorial Day

Join us on the first day of Winter
for a candlelight vigil to commemorate

the members of our
community who died homeless in 2004.

For more information, contact Michael Stoops
E-Mail: mstoops@nationalhomeless.org

Phone: (202)- 737-6444, ext. 19
Fax:  (202)737-6445

National Coalition for the Homeless
1012 14th St., NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20005-3471

http://www.nationalhomeless.org
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An Overview

Each year since 1990, on or near the first day of winter and the longest night of the year,
National Coalition for the Homeless (NCH) has sponsored National Homeless Persons
Memorial Day to bring attention to the tragedy of homelessness and to remember our
homeless friends who have paid the ultimate price for our nation s failure to end
homelessness.

In an effort to maximize the impact of the day, NCH has encouraged local and statewide
organizations to hold memorials of their own.  Last year, over 100 cities across the
nation, from Detroit to Seattle to Washington, DC, sponsored events to honor those who
had died and to recommit to the task of ending homelessness.

This Year

Once again, NCH is encouraging groups to plan a special event on or around December
21, 2004.  Some groups may decide to hold their event a day or so before the date.

What You Can Do

1. Determine how many homeless persons have died during the previous year in your
community.

2. Organize or initiate for the first time an event to commemorate this day and raise
awareness on homelessness and its severity.

This Manual

This manual should serve as a resource to assist you in your efforts.  If you have any
questions, contact Michael Stoops at (202) 737-6444 ext. 19,
mstoops@nationalhomeless.org
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Organizing an Event to Commemorate

National Homeless Persons  Memorial Day

Your Event

Decide what type of event you plan to sponsor. If there is a health care for the homeless
clinic/program in your community, we encourage you to organize the event jointly.  Past
events have included:

•  Candlelight marches
•  Vigils
•  Graveside services
•  Plays and Performances
•  Special religious services

Work with your local health department and/or health care clinic/program to identify the
number of people who have died in your community without an address. Try also to
obtain people s names and ages.

Make sure to have a name-reading ceremony in their honor as part of your event.

Contact Michael Stoops at the NCH (202) 737-6444 ext. 19,
mstoops@nationalhomeless.org with the following information:

•  What type of event you are planning
•  The number of homeless people who have died in your community

Working with the Media

Media coverage of homelessness is at its highest as winter begins and during the
holidays.  National Homeless Persons  Memorial Day offers a great opportunity to work
with the media during this time in order to raise awareness of the issue of homelessness,
and to emphasize how governmental policies, or lack thereof, can cause harm to the
people we serve.

Issue a news release (see enclosed sample) announcing your event, giving information on
deaths and needs in your community.

Write a letter-to-the-editor to your local newspaper drawing attention to your event,
National Homeless Persons  Memorial Day, and the issue of homelessness in your
community.

Invite the media to your event if you feel comfortable doing so.  If not, hold a news
conference.
Working with your Local Government
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In order to attract more attention to this year s Memorial Day, work with your local town
or city council.  Encourage them to pass a proclamation/resolution that recognizes
December 21 (or whatever day you choose) as National Homeless Persons  Memorial
Day, and homelessness as a continuing and serious issue that must be faced (see enclosed
sample proclamation).
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Highlights from 2003 Memorial Day Events

The following are snapshots of Memorial Day events from around the country. Each
event was selected for presenting a unique and novel approach to celebrating the
lives of those who passed away in 2003.

2003

Alameda, California- In December, sixth-grade religion students from a local middle
school built a memorial wall inscribed with all 105 names of the homeless people who
died in Alameda County.  Homeless men and women who came to their religion class
inspired the students to make the memorial.  The wall served as the backdrop for an
interfaith memorial service that occurred in early December.

Their teacher, Marc McKimmey, noted the compassion that all of his students showed in
designing the wall. Some wrote more thoughtful and articulate prayers than others, but
all of them expressed a heightened awareness of the struggles many homeless people
face, such as the lack of work and a warm, dry place to be.

Boston, Massachusetts- Undaunted by heavy rains, around 200 homeless advocates on
May 21st honored the 225 Massachusetts residents who died without a home in 2003.
The 14th annual interfaith service included representatives from an array of faiths, each of
whom said a prayer in memory of the deceased. It was estimated that the service was for
many the only time when religious words were offered up in their name. Cenotaphs
arranged in concentric circles paid tribute to the dead.

These deaths call us to remember our homeless neighbors, who are at the greatest risk,
and to redouble our efforts to abolish homelessness,  Mary Ellen Hombs, Executive
Director of the Massachusetts Housing and Shelter Alliance. The safety net saves lives.

Cheyenne, Wyoming- A host of regional dignitaries graced a memorial service for the
homeless of Wyoming, with Governor Dave Fruedenthal and Mayor of Cheyenne Jack
Spiker delivering speeches to a sizable crowd.  I wish I didn t have to be here today,
Spiker said. I wish that none of us were here, and I wish there were no Homeless
Memorial Day, because I wish there were no homeless people.  In addition,
Singer/songwriter Earl Janack led the crowd in singing two original songs about being
homeless-namely, One Paycheck Away  and Not Just a Statistic.

The Wyoming Coalition for the Homeless recorded the death of only one homeless
person in Wyoming in 2003. It estimates, however, that more deaths went undocumented.
Hermam Thunderhawk of Cheyenne, who had been homeless for the last two years,
spoke of his sister who died in 2003. Although she lived her last days in a hospital, and
before that in a friend s house, Thunderhawk asserted that she was in fact homeless.
You may have a roof over your head, but if you re sleeping on somebody else s couch,
you re homeless,  he said. If you don t have a key to the place where you sleep, the
you re homeless.
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Cincinnati, Ohio- Mourners huddled around a trash can set alight as a memorial to the
homeless who had died in and around Cincinnati in the past year. Organizers read a list of
the deceased as those who attended the service held a lit candle and said silent prayers.
Speakers were encouraged to comment on any of the deceased, while realizing the
significance of a human life.

Concord, New Hampshire- A candlelight memorial was held for the 60-plus homeless
men and women known to have died in New Hampshire since 1989. High school students
read aloud the names of the deceased. Rev. Gene Robinson, New Hampshire s Episcopal
Bishop, gave remarks at the service. Comparing the experiences of Jesus Christ to the
homeless, Robinson said, on the night of his birth, this child had nowhere to lay his
head. As far as we know, Jesus was always dependent on the good works of others.
Robinson drew national attention earlier in 2003 when he became the first openly gay
bishop ever appointed in the Episcopal church.

Houston, Texas- 22 homeless men and women died on the streets of Houston in 2003.
The sixth annual memorial service honored their memory, followed by the distribution of
meals, blankets and toiletries to homeless persons attending the event.  Outreach vans
that offered medical services were made available to the homeless in attendance.

Los Angeles, California- Completing a December 15th memorial service, mourners hung
wreaths to honor the dead in San Julian Park of Los Angeles.  The names of the
homeless, as well as low-income housing residents, who had passed away in 2003 were
spoken publicly to recognize the contribution they made to their respective communities.

Okaloosa, Florida- On December 9th, the Okaloosa Coalition on the Homeless, in
conjunction with Continuum of Care organization for both Okaloosa and Walton
Counties, hosted a memorial event entitled The Faces of Homelessness.  Photography
and art depicting homeless life were displayed as a memorial for the 20 homeless persons
who had died in the past year. Musical groups and clowns entertained those who attended
the event, which closed with a candlelight vigil.

Tucson, Arizona- On December 22nd, roughly 100 mourners gathered to commemorate
the homeless residents of Pima County, Arizona who died in 2003.  137 men and women
died without a home in 2003, up from 87 in 2002 and 55 in 2001.  Speakers at the
ceremony attributed the alarming rate at which the number of homeless deaths had been
increasing in Pima County to systemic income and housing problems.

Rabbi Stephanie Aaron set the tone for the occasion. Like us, they shared the light of the
divine light of the human soul,  Aaron said.
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National Homeless Persons  
Memorial Day 

 
Join us on the first day of Winter  

for a candlelight vigil to commemorate  
those membe rs of our  

community who died homeless in 2003.  

 
For more information, contact Michael Stoops  

E-Mail: mstoops@nationalhomeless.org  
Phone: 202.737.6444, ext. 19  

Fax: 202.737.644 5 
 

National Coalition for the Homeless  
1012 14th Street, NW, Suite 600  

Washington, DC 20005 -3471 
http://www.nationalhomeless.org  
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National Coalition for the Homeless
1012 14th Street, NW, Suite 600 ❜  Washington, DC 20005-3471
Phone: (202) 737-6444 ❜  Fax: (202) 737-6445
Email: info@nationalhomeless.org |Website: http://www.nationalhomeless.org

Date of Issue:   December 17, 2003

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Michael Stoops, 202/737.6444 ext. 19

Local, National Groups to Commemorate National Homeless
Persons  Memorial Day December 19

Washington, DC — In 2003, 10 people without housing died of natural causes, murder, suicide
and/or hypothermia in Washington, D.C.

The city has responded by reducing the availability of shelter beds and continuing the demolition
of affordable housing units, thus driving many families and individuals into homelessness.

What will D.C. do for people experiencing homelessness next year?

On December 19, 2003, local and national groups and people experiencing homelessness will
mourn those who died and educate the Washington, DC community that the lack of affordable
housing and shelter is a problem that must be addressed.  The memorial service will take place in
McPherson Park, 15th and Vermont Ave. NW, and will include reading and speeches from
attendees such as Donald Whitehead, the Executive Director of the National Coalition for the
Homeless.  It will begin at 11 a.m.

I think the important thing to remember is that these deaths are entirely preventable,  Whitehead
said.  If our cities make affordable housing, living wages, and accessible health care their top
priorities, we will not have to hold any more memorial services for people who died without
housing — because there will be no more people who die without housing.

This year, over 100 cities across the nation are sponsoring events, which include candlelight
marches and vigils, graveside services, plays and other performances, and special religious
services.

Since  1990, the National Coalition for the Homeless has sponsored National Homeless Persons
Memorial Day on or near the first day of winter to bring attention to the tragedy of homelessness,
and to remember our homeless friends who have paid the ultimate price for our nation s failure to
address the issue.

Each year since it inception, the National Coalition for the Homeless has been joined by local and
statewide groups across the nation in holding special events to honor those who have died, and to
recommit ourselves to the task of ending homelessness.
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SAMPLE STATE PROCLAMATION
Proclamation by the Governor of _______

WHEREAS, adequate housing is essential for healthy families and communities; and

WHEREAS, housing has become increasingly inaccessible due to rising housing cost and
a shortage of rental and single family housing; and

WHEREAS, every member of society, including individuals experiencing homelessness,
deserves the dignity of safe, decent, accessible, and affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, each year, there are an estimated 3.5 million people who experience
homelessness over the course of a year nationwide, and there are an estimated _________
homeless people in the state of ______.

WHEREAS, December 21st has been designated National Homeless Persons Memorial
Day by the National Coalition for the Homeless and is so observed in over 100 cities and
at least 10 states across the country; and

WHEREAS, in this season of generosity and sharing, citizens of _____ are encouraged to
commit themselves to promoting compassion and concern for all brothers and sisters,
especially those who are poor and homeless; and

WHEREAS, remembering that the winter poses extreme hardships for homeless people,
the National Coalition for the Homeless will hold memorial services nationwide for those
who died because of conditions associated with homelessness during 2004.

THEREFORE, I, _______, Governor of the State of _______, do hereby proclaim
December 21, 2004 to be NATIONAL HOMELESS PERSONS  MEMORIAL DAY in
the state of ________, in recognition of the plight of the homeless and to encourage our
citizens to join in the efforts of the National Coalition for the Homeless.
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SAMPLE CITY PROCLAMATION
_________ City Council/County Commission Resolution

Designating December 21, 2004 as
National Homeless Persons  Memorial Day

WHEREAS, the winter poses extreme hardship for inadequately housed low-income
men, women, and children in ______; and

WHEREAS, the spirit of the holiday season of giving provides an opportunity for
affirmation and renewal regarding the commitment to end homelessness; and

WHEREAS, December 21st has been designated National Homeless Persons  Memorial
Day by the National Coalition for the Homeless and is so recognized by more than 100
cities and in at least 10 states across the country; and

WHEREAS, in this season of generosity and sharing, citizens of __________ are
encouraged to commit themselves to promoting compassion and concern for all brothers
and sisters, especially those who are poor and homeless; and

WHEREAS, In remembering those who have died on the streets, the cause of ending
homelessness is kept urgent, as is the city’s/county s collective commitment to preventing
such deaths in the future, now therefore

RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL/COUNTY COMMISSION OF _________,
That we hereby declare December 21, 2004 National Homeless Persons  Memorial Day,
in recognition of the people who have died on our streets, in our emergency shelters, and
in condemned or abandoned properties, from ailments or conditions directly related to
homelessness.

__________________

President of City Council/County
Commission

Introduced by: _________________

Sponsored by Council Members: ___________


